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EDITORIALS 


Another Religion 


Last year we wrote an editorial etitled, “The 
Lost Horizon,” in which we pointed out that there 
has been lost, in much modern preaching and writ- 
ing, the vital fact that Christ came into this world 
primarily to give us eternal life, and that to a 
large extent the joyous anticipation of heaven has 
receded until our concern is with the things which 
are seen; the things which will perish, and not 
with those things which are unseen but can never 
be taken from us. 


A few months ago we wrote another editorial 
on the “Religion of a Better World” and in this 
flatly stated that this is not the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 


The more one reads from modern liberals the 
more one is convinced that there is emerging an- 
other religion, masking behind the name Chris- 
tianity but entirely foreign to the implications of 
the life, teaching and death of Christ, and the 
clear doctrine of Paul and other inspired writers. 


One searched in vain for a recognition of the 
Saviorhood of Christ in Fosdick’s ““The Person- 
ality That Christmas Celebrates” in the December 
24th issue of “Life’’ magazine. Instead we were 
presented with a great reformer and humanitarian. 
And to solve the admittedly tragic problems of the 
world we were urged to follow his example. Here 
is an example of “boot-strap religion,” extolled 
by one of its most brilliant and forceful devotees. 


Just this week there was called to our attention 
a book, ‘What a Man Can Believe’ by Dr. James 
D. Smart, recently called to head the publication 
department of the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
On page 240 of this book Dr. Smart says, “Men 
never really get roused into passion against the 
evils which cripple and frustrate their life as long 





as they dream of a paradise the other side of 
death. That dream is like opium which deadens the 
pain caused by such evils and keeps men from 
reacting forcibly against them. Thus Karl Marx 
coined his phrase that ‘religion is the opiate of 
the people’, a phrase which stuck in men’s minds 
because there was so much in their religion that 
justified the criticism. Those social thinkers who 
still glibly use this phrase to dismiss religion fail, 
however, to realize that a criticism which was 
justified in Marx’s day has lost all application to 
a Christianity in which other worldly dreaming 
has become a rarity and has been replaced by the 
passion for social reform. The concentration of 
mind now in wide sections of the Church is, not 
upon a paradise beyond, but upon a paradise on 
the nearer side of death. Mention of the New 
Jerusalem suggests to a man of the present day, 
not some realm of bliss in another world, but a 
great new social order which he hopes may soon 
be brought into being among men.” Page 240. 


Dr. Smart himself recognizes that the present 
emphasis is the emphasis of a new religion, centered 
in this world and not in the next. 


No Christian is worthy of the name who does 
not recognize the world’s tragic state and its tragic 
need. But Christians should also clearly recognize 
that there is but one way to bring about a solution 
of these needs. The “principles of Jesus Christ” 
is an empty phrase, if we deny or neglect the fact 
that “He that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.” The basis of the “principles” of Christ is 
found in His atonement for our sins. Deny this 
essential fact and his “principles” are a_ hollow 
mockery. We may place on His brow a crown of 
roses, invest Him with the world’s most glorious 
robe and put in His hand the reformer’s rod, but 
if we deny His being truly God in the flesh and 
deny that our one hope of remission of our sins 
lies in His blood, shed on Calvary, we are worse 
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than the mocking Roman soldiers: they at least 
had not had our opportunities to know better. 


There are earnest Christians who, seeing the 
needs of the world and sincerely desiring to help, 
have been swept away by the utopian dreams of 
the leaders of this new religion. These men are 
mistaken in their emphasis but they are our Chris- 
tian brethren and should be treated as such, altho 
withstood and reasoned with as Paul withstood 
Peter, when the latter was carried astray on the 
matter of circumcision. 


But, where a man or group of men, play down 
or deny the one central truth of God redeeming 
the world to Himself thru the death of His Son 
on the cross, and band together to make a better 
world by the united efforts of man—those men 
are not proclaiming the religion of Jesus Christ; 
it is another religion. From such turn away. 


—L.N.B. 


Where Art Thou? 
(Genesis 3:9) 


As has been well said, God does not ask this 
question for information. The God who created 
Adam knew where Adam was. There are at least 


two good reasons for this first question that God 
asks, 


It is to make Adam do some searching of his 
own heart. It was an Examination question. It was 
meant to awaken in the first man a sense of his 
changed condition and of his need. He who had 
been so ready to meet his God in the cool of the 
day and hold sweet fellowship with Him, is now 
hiding from his best Friend. Why? Why that fear 
and the desire to get away from the One with 
whom he had had such blessed and uninterrupted 
communion? It surely ought to have made Adam 
do some thinking and searching. 


God knows where WE are. He who formed the 
eye can still see. We cannot hide from Him. But 
He is still asking this question. Where are we? Are 
we in communion and fellowship with our Heaven- 
ly Father, or are we, like Adam, trying to hide 
from Him? If we are His children, are we getting 
the blessings from Him that we ought to get? 
Where are we in our Christian life and experi- 
ence? Have we made any progress or growth in 
grace? Are we still babes in Christ, when we 
should be strong men and women? Are we “work- 
ing out” the salvation which God has worked in 


us? Are we, like Elijah, discouraged, and running 
away? 


This question which God asked Adam in the 
Garden in the cool of the day can well suggest a 
hundred questions we might well ask ourselves as 
we begin this New Year of 1946. It is still a 
mighty good Examination question. 


. 
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But this question is also a splendid Exhibition 
of God’s Grace and Love. He might have left our 
first parents alone when they so inexcusably sin- 
ned. He was under no obligation to come to the 
Garden, seeking, calling for them. It was out of 
His “mere good pleasure’—His goodness and 
love—that He came. It was pure Grace that 
brought Him to the Garden asking, “Where art 
thou’’? 


This has ever been His blessed way with sinful 
men. That seeking begun in that dark day of 
man’s fall has continued down to the present day. 
When in the fullness of time the Savior came, it 
was “to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
All that Christ did—His lowly, lovely life; His 
matchless words; His marvellous miracles; His suf- 
ferings, His death,—were all a part of that seek- 
ing. “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto Me.” We know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, for 
our sake became poor, that we through His poverty 
might be made rich. 


To the lost ones in deepest sin, God in Christ 
is still walking through the earth in the heat and 
the cool of day and night saying, “Where art 
thou?” 


To His wandering and backsliding children He 
is still saying, “My child, where art thou?” “O 
Ephraim, how can I give thee up”? 


What is OUR answer to this question of our 
God? —J. K. P. 


+ 


An Important Insight 


In the December 20, 1945 issue of “The Pres- 
byterian” the Commentator, Dr. David DeForest 
Burrell made this significant comment: “Accord- 
ing to the press, the plan of union between our 
Church and the Southern Church is undergoing 
further revision at the hands of the Joint Commit- 
tee. The Committee, which is strong and repre- 
sentative, met recently at Atlanta. Opposition in 
the Northern Church seems to be aimed chiefly 
at such technical items as the proposed zoning 
system; in the Southern Church criticism is based 
chiefly on the fact that we have too many liberals 
and modernists in the North. Until this latter 
problem is settled, the chance of union is very 
small indeed. Before we talk much more about 
union, we had better begin to pray down that 
much needed revival in our own house.” 


We believe that Dr. Burrell has revealed in this 
statement an insight into this debated issue that 
all negotiators should keep in mind. There are 
major considerations and minor considerations. 
Some of the features in the proposed plan of 
union are far more objectional than others. When 





Page 4 


Dr. Burrell stated that the principal objection on 
the part of the Southern Presbyterians is due to 
the fact that there are too many liberals and 
modernists in the Northern Church, he put his 
finger upon the most vital spot. We concur with 
his statement, “Until this latter problem is settled, 
the chance of union is very small indeed.” The 
“sooner” the Committee on Union apprehends the 
insight of this distinguished Commentator the less 
time will be wasted in the sterile discussion of this 
subject. 


A number of our friends in the Northern Church 
have expressed their amazement concerning the 
addresses given by our fraternal delegates at the 
recent meetings of the Northern Assembly. They 
are certainly justified in their amazement when 
our representatives offer our Northern brethren 
sugar-coated platitudes instead of frank state- 
ments in regard to the real barriers to organic 
union. We hope that the next General Assembly 
will use better judgment in selecting a representa- 
tive who will state the facts just as they are with- 
out equivocation. We believe that frankness of 
speech will be far more conducive to a mutual 
understanding than cowardly evasiveness in re- 
gard to the real issues involved. Our next fraternal 
delegate should state that Dr. Burrell’s insight is 
correct and until this problem of modernism is 
settled satisfactorily “the chance of union is very 
smal] indeed.” —J.R.R. 


—————— 6s 


Economic Security 


A few years ago one of America’s largest corpo- 
rations, with branches scattered all over the 
world, sent out a questionaire to all of its thou- 
sands of employees, asking their viewpoints on a 
number of economic problems. To the surprise of 
those who sent out the questionaire, the thing the 
overwhelming majority desired most was not high- 
er salaries or wages but economic security. 


While riches would probably be welcomed by 
most and are desired by some, it is probably true 
that what men as a whole want most is an assur- 
ance of financial security throughout the years 
and down to old age. 


In political, economic, social and Church circles 
today there is a babel of voices offering this and 
that solution to this problem. Some, like the selfish 
politician, offer any and everything from the 
coffers of the Government, ignoring the fact that 
a government, as an individual, is headed for dis- 
aster where spending continues to exceed income. 


The economist has his theories, some good, 
some bad, but all based on human philosophy. 


The sociologist may be mild, or he may go to 
the extreme of Communism. He questions or de- 
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rides capitalism, ignoring the fact that the poor 
est worker in America yet has personal comforts, 
even luxuries, and personal privileges and Oppor- 
tunities undreamed of under the socialistic or Com. 
munistic state. 


From the Church there should sound forth g 
clear statement; a certain solution for this prob. 
lem. Unfortunately, this is true only where men 
adhere to the authority which changes not, the 
aucnority of God’s Word. Ignoring this source of 
wisdom, this Book in which God has given man a 
solution for every problem of life, many within 
the Church impressed with the need, have been 
carried away by man-made theories and join in 
the frantic search for a solution outside the plan 
and will of God. 


The Bible is not primarily a book on economics 
but in it alone will one find the solution of all 
economic problems. 


For the man who would be rich it says: 


“But they that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and per- 
dition.” I Tim. 6:9. 


“He that makest haste to be rich shall not be 
innocent.” Ps. 28:20. 


“If riches increase, set not your heart upon 
them.” Ps. 62:10. 


“And the cares of this world, and the deceit- 
fulness of riches, and the lusts of other things 
entering in, choke the word, and it becometh un- 
fruitful.”” Mk. 4:19. 


To the man who is rich, God warns of the re 
sponsibility and the danger involved. 


“Then said Jesus unto His disciples, Verily I say 
unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” Mt. 19:23. 


“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for 
your miseries that shall come upon you. - - - Be 
hold the hire of the labourers who have reaped 
down your fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud, crieth - - -.” 


But for the man who desires economic security 
the Bible is full of teachings which could not be 
clearer. 


“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these things (houses, cloth- 
ing, food), shall be added unto you.” Mt. 6:33. 


When we can truly say, “The Lord is my 
shepherd” we also can say, “I shall not want. 
Ps. 23:1. 


The Christian is enjoined to “Be careful for 
nothing; .but in everything by prayer and suppli- 
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cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
unto God.” Phil, 4:6. 


This assurance is still ours, “But my God shall 
supply all your need’ according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19, 


The Church does ,have.a message: of economic 
security for the world, and that message is found 
only in the Gospel of salvation for’every man who 
will accept the Son of God. Too many are seeking 
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to secure for an unrepentant and. unconverted 
world, blessings which God has no where promised 
to any but those who love ‘Him and show the 
genuineness of that love by believing Him. 


When we preach what the Bible teaches we are 
making the only possible contribution we can 
make towards. economic. security:,for .the world. 
When we neglect this and strive for a solution in 
any other way, we are’ but adding to the chaos 
which already exists. : —L.N.B. 


The Background of Modern 
Unbelief 


By Rev. C. D. Whitely, D.D. 


It has been ‘well said that man ‘is incurably re- 
ligious. The world is burdened with religion at this 
hour, and has been from prehistoric times to the 
present. This is true because the religious instinct 
is one of the strongest in man’s makeup. We hear 
much today about religion being the only hope 
of the world. Such statements are as dangerous 
as they are untrue and ‘misleading. Religion has 
been more often a curse’ to’ its’ devotees than a 
blessing. This has come about because fallen 
man leaves the God of creation, the God of re- 
demption and the God of providence out of his 
religion just as he is. prone to leave Him out of 
all other areas of life. The tendency in all ages 
has been to bow before a nature god instead of 
socepting the God of Revelation portrayed in the 

e. 


There is, today, a religion making the’ natural 
man the measure 6f all things, and: placing the 
wisdom of man above the wisdom of God, the -word 
of man above the word of God. It goes by ‘the 
name of Modernism, but it is a misnomer, for, in 
reality, it is as ancient as:Eden, where*Satan first 
led man to question, doubt, chafe under, and then 
disobey God’s Word. It is as aricient' as Cainism, 
where Cain pitted his reason ‘against’ God’s Word 
and lost; and ‘in the hour when he ‘was forced 
to face the fruitage of his‘ folly he became a 
whimpering, pining pigmy, as the world has been 
for many years, as it’ drinks from #’ similar cup of 
ts own planting and vintage: Modernism is as 
ancient as Gnosticism for both rest on, and appeal 
to, intellectual and spiritual°pride: It is°as ‘ancient 
as Ebionism, for both “make salvation’ to’ depend 
on good works rather than ‘on ‘the shed blood of 
esus Christ, whose death...on.Calvary is sufficient 
for the salvation of. the whole world, but efficient 
for only those. who accent Him. as, Mediator by 
aith alone, as He is freely. offered in. the Gospel. 


Like the gross heresies in the early Church, 
Modernism is determined to remain within’ the 
fold; so much ‘progress has been made in this di- 
Tection that, in ‘great ‘sections of ‘the Church; the 
ecclesiastical machinery is completely dominated 
¥y, this humanistic. cult. ' 


The chief danger from ‘this sorry effort ‘to 
Umanize God and deify man is. that it, passes, for 
ianity. It thrives ih .the twilight zone _be- 


tween the abysmal darkness of. naturalism, and 
the full-orbed light of supernatural revelation. 
The only reason it does.not appear as crude, as 
filthy and as poverty-stricken as the other natural- 
istie religions, is due to the fact that it is basking 
in the reflected light of historic Christianity. 


Modernism is the naturalism of’ all past ages 
dressed up in present-day finery to hide its hideous 
framework. It is a stream poisoned at its foun- 
tain. It uses Christian terminology and. holds-out 
high hopes to a thirsty world, but. when the un- 
wary. drink. they find only death, as countless 
multitudes have found, right down. through the 
years from prehistoric timesto, the present. It 
may have been in a crude animism or: in. the 
polished. . humanism. of, some “First, Church” :in a 
metropolitan center, but..the results are: the same. 
Modernism is like, Jonah’s gourdvine;_ it. has flour- 
ished for a night, but God’s infallible Word, the 
sword of the Spirit, has cut its main branch: and 
the. fierce light of truth-is beating down upon it 
with such. force: that it. is .withering away, even 
though it. is, still imposing in its outward form, it 
is decadent at heart. However, its roots are still 
green, as. they have been ever.since sin. entered 

en,,and will remain so, sending .up a shoot of 
heresy here and there, until the Lord Jesus, Christ 
comes for His Church to meet Him in the air, when 
it, will grow into a great poisonous. Plant, exuding 
noxious fumes déadening ‘all spirituality and ‘cover- 
ing the whole earth: Then, ‘suddenly; the’ conquer- 
ing Christ shall appear, and as the fig tree was 
dried up from the roots by the word of’ His mouth, 
so ‘shall it be with this luxuriant growth’ of pre- 
sumption and pride. bs ' 


So the most recent drama being: staged ‘by man 
in an effort to find God apart«from supernatural 
revelation is Modernism. 


The Cosmology Of Modernism 


When man begins his study of the earth, its 
flora and fauna, rocks and minerals, land and 
sea, and the marvels of space beyond the earth, 
it is not long before he has implied or expressed 
his idea of God. He is either, bowing before a 
DADE OF the God of Creation revealed in the 
Bible. We rightly begin our inquiry, for. Santi 
in life with a study of the Cosmos, for if the pri- 
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mary facts are devoid of meaning how are we to 
find meaning in the higher realms? God began 
His recorded Revelation in this way: “In the be- 
ginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
Whence came the universe? Whither goes the uni- 
verse? How is it all to be accounted for? Such 
questions as these, contrary to popular thinking, 
are of the first magnitude. Too long it has been 
tacitly admitted that one may give any kind of 
answer he pleases to these questions so long as he 
has the proper spiritual perspective, as if the two 
were separate compartments in life and experi- 
ence. When one answers the above questions he 
does not need to express his views as to God, 
morality and spirituality, for these will be self- 
evident. When a heathen conception of the origin 
of the world and its life holds sway it is certain 
that heathen morals will follow. The tidal wave 
of lawlessness, the breakdown in morals, the in- 
difference to Biblical ideals, all bear ample testi- 
mony to the fact that a majority of individuals 
and nations are giving allegiance and worship to 
a nature god. Too many of our pulpits, too many 
of our colleges and universities have contributed 
to this sad spectacle by their espousal of a false 
philosophy of the universe, and, to add insult to 
injury, they have done this in the name of science. 
This false philosophy is the evolutionary hypo- 
thesis, having nothing to do with science, It 
teaches that the life of the world, with its myriads 
of forms, including man, has been evolved from 
the protoplasm. Some have charged that this phi- 
losophy is atheistic, but such is far from the truth; 
in reality it amounts to a religion substituting a 
nature god for the God of Creation and Revelation. 


Spontaneous generation has been a theory held 
by heathen people from earliest times, because 
the mind of man instinctively seeks for causes to 
account for certain effects. Since the mind of man 
(and every other faculty for that matter) has been 
benumbed by sin, and since the natural man is 
peewee to leave the God of creation out of 
is thoughts, God gave him over to a “reprobate 
mind”’; therefore, having left God out, some cause 
had to be assigned to account for the effects so 
evident to all. So he took the easiest way out and 
fashioned the theory of spontaneous generation. 
This theory is the grandfather of the evolutionary 
hypothesis. Erasmus Darwin, 1731-1802, grand- 
father of Charles Darwin, was a popular writer 
of his time. He set his views before the public in 
doggerel verse. Listen to him in his Temple of 
Nature: 


“Hence without parents, by spontaneous birth, 
Rise the first specks of animated earth.” 


This sounds like some of our modern textbooks 
describing the rise of the first specks of animated 
earth along the marshes in prehistoric times. In 
the last half of the nineteenth century the loose 
ends of this theory were gathered up and a few 
facts twisted so as to fit into a preconceived 
scheme to eliminate the necessity of a creator, 
and the ominous shadow of evolution was cast 
across the world. This shadow lengthened and 
darkened till the beginning of the last decade, 
when it began to diminish and continues to wane. 
One is amazed at the number of people who accept 
this crude explanation of the Eo g and its won- 


ders, and this amazement grows as it is applied 
to religion, and then accepted by a host with a 
marked degree of intellectuality. But intellectuality 
is ho guarantee against being duped by this strong 
delusion, for even Aristotle taught that lice, 


roaches, mice, in fact all vermin were spontane. 
ously generated by decaying matter. 


Again, Darwin quotes the following passage 
from Aristotle: “Wheresoever, therefore, all thin 
together happened like as if they were made fo, 
the sake of something, these things were preserved 
having been appropriately constituted by an in. 
ternal spontaneity; and whatsoever things were 
not thus constituted perished, and still perish.” Of 
this Darwin said: “We see here the principle of 
natural selection shadowed forth.” 


Since man instinctively looks for meaning jn 
the universe, it is certain that life for him wil 
rise no higher than its source. On this basis the 
extent of the teaching and widespread acceptance 
of the theory of evolution, as applied to the phy- 
sical and spiritual life of the world, explains, jn 
a great measure, the law of the jungle prevailing 
in the social order today. 


There is no meaning to be found in any of the 
explanations of the world and its life except that 
found in the Bible. If one refuse to accept the 
plain teaching of Revelation—that God created 
the earth and all its life, each after its own kind, 
along with the wonders of illimitable space—it is 
folly to try to dodge the issue by claiming to be 
a “theistic” evolutionist. There can be no such 
thing as theistic evolution, if by ‘theistic’ we 
mean the God revealed in the Bible, for evolution 
admits of no such God. To be a theistic evolutionist 
one must take a hint from the people of Isaiah's 
time and whittle out a god according to specifi. 
cations. The Bible proclaims a God who is creator 
of nature and natural law, superior to nature, and 
having intervened in natural processes in the 
past, and promising to do so in the future, as oc 
casion demands, for His glory and the good of 
man. 


As we have already had occasion to observe, 
the roots of Modernism are to be found in man’s 
fallen nature, but it feeds upon, and grows most 
rapidly in evolutionary soil. Modernism bears the 
same relation to historic Christianity as evolution 
bears to real science. Both are purely speculative, 
not founded on observation, unsupported by fact 
and contrary to Revelation. 


The sad part about the present situation is that 
many educators and religious leaders feel that 
they are compelled to either espouse the cause of 
evolution or keep quiet on the subject in order to 
appear abreast with the times. But it is not certain 
that either course is necessary. One should not de 
velop an inferiority complex because of a firm 
and religious life, for evolution is the antecedent 
of Monism in philosophy, Communism in_ polities 
and Modernism in theology. All of these can be 
traced to primitive naturalism. 


For the encouragement of those who are ¢t 
deavoring to think for themselves, and not be led 
around by error, however popular it may be, We 
give the following list of nationally and inter 
nationally known scientists and educators who 
have stated that this ancient philosophy in modem 
dress is either impossible of proof, not a scient 
at all or demonstrably false. We feel that thes 
men are intellectually the very best of compall: 


Professor Dawson points out that it is destitute 
of proof. 


President Eliot, of Harvard, speaks of it # 
not being a science at all. 
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Agassiz, of Harvard, is quoted as saying that 
acceptance of this theory disqualifies anyone as a 
scientist. 


President Leavitt, of Lehigh, thinks it a super- 
stition deserving more pity than paganism. 


Virchow, the world’s greatest physiologist, an- 
thropologist, paleontologist and chemist of his 
day, said that it was a theory impossible of proof. 


Ethridge, fossilologist of the British Museum, 
says that in all the array of fossils in that great 
collection there is not a particle of evidence to 
substantiate its claims, but on the other hand, 
the place is full of evidence as to its utter falsity. 


Professor Fleishan, of Germany, thinks it purely 
of the imagination. 


Robin, a French infidel, writing in the French 
Encyclopaedia of Science, calls it fiction. 


Professor Millikan says it is pathetic to see 
scientists trying to prove it when such a thing is 
impossible. No wonder that Spencer, in his last 
days, felt that he had spent his life beating the 
air. With this bristling array of testimony it can 
be seen that Modernism iis as puerile as_ its 
predecessors. 


The Sociology Of Modernism 


Of course we must, of necessity, limit the word 
sociology, else we would be dealing with the origin 
and history of human society, a subject beyond 
the bounds of this article. By sociology we mean 
human relationships in the modern world, and the 
standards governing them, together with the source 
and authority of such standards. Our definition 
brings us into the very presence of the question 
the answer to which has divided people into two 
groups: the Modernist group, and the group 
known as Bible-believing Christians. 


Social salvation, I take it, is the desire and aim 
of every right thinking person. But when we come 
to select the means to accomplish this worthy end 
we find the above groups at opposite poles. 


The viewpoint of the Modernist is presented 
with great force and clarity in the following quo- 
tation taken from the published statement of a 
nationally known Protestant minister in which 
he is answering a Roman Catholic Cardinal who 
had insisted in one of his sermons that the po- 
sition of Modernism on a much mooted social ques- 


tion was a sin against the Deity. The Modernist 
replied thus: 


“This is true if by the Deity we mean the God 
that is found in ancient myth and legend. This is 
hot true, however, if by the Deity we mean the God 
who is revealed in the endless sweep of evolution 
and whose majestic message is. being slowly trans- 
lated by science into the accents of the human 
yangue. ... If the Cardinal chooses to accept the 
itera] interpretation of Old Testament statements 
a infallible doctrine, we register no complaint, 
hor should he complain if we choose instead to 
ase our faith upon the evidence, the knowledge 
and the experience available in our own time.” 


This is as plain as words can make anything 
Plain that the source and authority of the stand- 
ards for social action in the program of Modern- 
Mm are not to be found in Revelation, but are 

ced to a nature-god—the god “in the endless 


sweep of evolution”; a god needing to be slowly 
interpreted by science, therefore, man must needs 
be god to this nature-god. For the Modernist, ulti- 
mate authority is to be found in “the evidence, 
the knowledge and the experience available in our 
own time.” 


The above is the position of thousands of min- 
isters, teachers and laymen today. If this freak 
panacea for the social ills of the hour were limited 
to a small number or to a small locality it would 
not challenge our interest or time, but while it is 
freakish enough to satisfy the most inordinate 
craving for such things, it is by no means con- 
fined to a corner. As already stated, great sections 
of Christendom, even whole denominations, are 
dominated by blatant or subdued Modernism. 


Having disposed of great sections of God’s in- 
fallible Word by labeling it myth and legend; 
having repudiated the God of Revelation, and 
having set up the “Jesus of history” as opposed 
to the “Christ of faith,” the Modernist proceeds 
to use Christian terminology as he vociferously 
proclaims the social gospel. 


No greater hallucination ever seized the mind of 
man than the idea that the ethics and social teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ can be fitted to a godless 
social order. Man has a duty to God before he has 
to his fellowmen. A violation of the mora] law is 
first an offense toward God, and second an of- 
fense toward man; Jesus Christ so taught when 
He said “In as much as ye did it unto one of the 
least of these ye did it unto Me.” Before they 
sinned against the hungry, the naked and the 
sick they had sinned against Him, and their sin 
against their fellow men was simply the result or 
manifestation of their greater sin against God. 
David was right when he said, “Against thee and 
thee only have I sinned.” Had he not committed 
an awful offense against the realm over which he 
ruled? Had he not grievously sinned against a loyal 
subject and soldier? Had he not trampled under- 
foot the fairest flowers in the social order, the 
chastity of woman and the sanctity of the home? 
Had he not opened the flood-gates of tragedy in 
his own household? He had done all this, and black 
and dastardly as it was, there was something 
worse, namely: He had first dethroned God and 
enthroned lust in his heart; all else naturally and 
logically followed in the wake of this great sin. 
Therefore, the first task in any effort to right 
social wrongs is to get the individual right in re- 
lation to God. Any other program is to deal with 
the effect and ignore the cause. As well try to re- 
move iron-shod pain, as it runs like lightning over 
every nerve in a racked body, by turning the elec- 
tric fan on the fevered brow. The fan makes life 
more pleasant for a well person, but it holds out 
little comfort to one who is dying from self- 
poisoning. Remove the cause and the effect will 
take care of itself. 


The view one takes of sin will not only deter- 
mine the remedy in social rehabilitation, but will 
also determine the method of procedure in the 
application of the remedy. There are two views of 
sin, the narrow and the broad. The narrow sense 
is the position of Modernism. Sin is the wilful 
doing of that which the individual knows to be 
contrary to what he conceives to be the wish of 
the Deity. Sin does not incur guilt, does not change 
the status of the individual before God, but is 
looked upon as a mistake in the upward progress 
of the race. No blood atonement is necessary, 





since all that. God. requires. of man is.to profit. by 
such mistakes and. use them .wisely. as lessons: in 
the school of. life: 


The Bible doctrine of sin is the broad. view. 
“Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans- 
gression of, the law of God.” Sin incurs guilt be- 
fore God. It is rebellion. It is, a disease of the.soul, 
an incurable: malady apart. from the atoning death 
of the Lord .Jesus .Christ.': The Scriptures. plainly 
teach that unregenerated, man is dead in sin; no 
spiritual life is left in. him; he is incapable of doing 
any good apart from the energizing power of.the 
Holy Spirit. ' : 


Due to its view of sin Modernism is more 
interested in social salvation, with emphasis on 
the physical well-being. ‘While those who’ accept 
the Bible doctrine of sin are more interested in 
individual salvation, with emphasis on the spiritual, 
and by individual regeneration lift the social order 
to a higher level. 


Dr. Roy L. Smith had an ‘article in the’ Religious 
Digest some ‘time ago entitled, ‘“What Point of 
View,” He gives what “he eonsiders’ the :Funda- 
mentalist’s” and the “Modernist’s” attitude toward 
the social problems of the hour; and then procéeds 
to show that the middle ground between ‘the ‘two 
is more nearly the Christlike position. But the de- 
seription Dr. Smith gives of ‘the Fundamentalist’s 
position is nothing short of a caricature ‘of that 
position. Dr. Smith goes on to say that the: Funda- 
mentalist stresses ‘doctrine and’ insists “on ‘the ac- 
ceptance of certain rites and ceremonies. He states 
that the central purpose ‘is» to » produce “certain 
spiritual changes in the heart so as to guarantee 
the entrance of the individual into> heaven’ after 
death. He also insists that such a view has no:-pro- 
gram for bettering the condition of the -world, 
such as righting wrongs and: eliminating injustice. 


The central aim of Christianity is to produce a 
eertain spiritual change in’ the heart of: the indi- 
vidual which wiil enable. him to ‘pass all require- 
ments for admission’ into -heaven. » Jesus Christ so 
taught in His rhetorical ‘question; ‘What shall ‘it 
ren a man if he gain‘ the whole world and ‘lose 

is own soul?’”’’ And again, in the parable: of the 
fool farmer who was rich in farm: products ‘but 
a pauper in his relation to: Godi But to say. that 
the Fundamentalists (that- is,, Bible-believing 
Christians, for the. term ‘fundamentalist ..was 
applied to such to distinguish them from: the. mod- 
ernist who rejected: central. truths taught: in the 
Bible) do not have. any. definite . program. for 
bettering this -world,. eliminating - injustice,. or 
righting wrongs; is either to use the. term: Funda- 
mentalist.in:a sense not. in current use or. to state 
fiction for fact. The Fundamentalists have a very 
definite program. for social. rehabilitation. It. con- 
sists in witnessing to capital and labor; to learned 
and unlearned, to. weak and: strong, ‘to -well-born 
and ill-born, to rich and poor, that the only hope 
for individua] and collective well-being is God’s 
will revealed in the: Bible. The necessity of the 
new birth; and out: ofthis must flow actions ‘toward 
God and man in ‘keeping: with the teachings: of 
Jesus Christ. In other words, it is the proclaiming 
of the Gospel in the power ‘of. the: Holy. Spirit. 
Could there be a more definite program? By it 
thrones have toppled and empires: have: been lifted 
from their hinges; by it. more: soeial injustice has 
been righted than: has been ~ accomplished ; by . all 
the man-made remedies of all time; by.:it every 
orphan’s home was built,’ and every hospital made 
possible; by it our civi].and religious liberties were 


won and preserved; by it our,free school. system 
in. whieh every child has an.equal opportunity. for 
an education, was inspired; and from it must.ppo. 
one Rd lasting benefits for the people of the 
world. 1 


In the final analysis, the Bible believing ‘Ghrig. 
tian makes ‘the Cross the center of: all :attenipts 


to lift mam:to> a ‘higher ‘plane! «physically:oanq 
spiritually, “while “Modernism «seeks ‘to. apply. the 
social teachings of Jesus divorced from the Cross, 


Therefore, the determined effort: to apply=the 
Christian. ethie -to /industry,: apart: from: leading 
the individuals. concerned to: accept: Christ 'as Lord 
of their lives, is doomed to” failure. Paul mi 
have called a conference of labor and capital, with 
the Sanhedrin as ‘an advisory’ “board, ‘and ‘thy; 
sought to apply Christian standards ‘to the hation, 
But he did nothing of. the kind. Why? Because 
he knew the Christian ‘ethic could not be appli 
as a poultice to the body politic, but must be in 
the blood. stream.producing life; and healing;<not 
merely applied. to.some: seetor of life, but: it: must 
become the lffe.. We are Jed. fo -this..conclusion.he- 
cause of..the. attitude..of. Jesus to one who came 
to. Him. by. night that -he. might.:learn. more;about 
the kingdom of God. Jesus .infonmed., Nicodemus 
that except one be born again he could. not. even 
see the kingdom of God, to say nothing of enter- 
ing it. 94 M 30) eneleise!® ef’ 


Some. one-—I . believe, it, was..Dean .Inge—made 
a keen observation. when he. said, that people. who 
make so. much. of the “Jesus..Way,” in.a-multitude 
of cases leave that way. by- hurrying, to. that task 
which. Jesus, refused. On one .occasion. an urgent 
call came to Jesus, to. be..an arbitrator. in. an, eco 
nomic, dispute, but he refused. to,, allow.. His, name 
to be connected with such. things as we hear. urged 
upon the.Church. .today..He was,too busy .trying 
to. change the hearts,.of men so, that they. would 
deal with their fellow,men as they ought without 
external pressure. Jesus Christ is neither pleased 
nor honored ‘by the attempt to fitHis: teachings 
to the social: ordér while: He -is rejected yas: Lor 
and Savior.. | -~. rt gins ‘ 


But did not the Master teach us to pray, “Thy 
kingdom come, thy. will be, dene .on, earth ast is 
in heaven”? Many fee] that surely, here. is warrant 
enough. for the Church to. tie up. toall. kinds of 
‘kingdom of God movements.” . However,..it.is 
quite possible that we do not know. just .what.s 
central] in the kingdom of God. It. may be that men 
are. substituting their own preeonceived. notions 
of the ,heavenly .order as a..basis. for, the., worl 
order. We are disposed to ask how God's, will.is 
done in heaven before we attempt to do likewis 
on, earth. Through. several .little. windows in, God's 
Word He has graciously granted -us. the. privileg 
of looking in on that:scene. where. His will is. done 
perfectly.. The first view comes through Rev, 5; 2, 
where the hosts of heaven are crying, with 
voices, 


“Worthy is the Lamb that’ was slain to receive 
ower, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, # 
onor, and glory, ‘and blessing.” ve 


The: second window through: whieh «we led 
upon the heavenly order ‘is ‘Rev; '19:5-7: p 


“And a. voice came. out of .the, throne sayils 
Praise .our. God,. all ye:his servants, and, ye, ¥# 
fear him, both, great and.small..And I,heard a5# 
were. the. voices of a great. multitude,. and, a; 


-voice of many waters, and as the voice of might 
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thundering, saying, Alleluia: ‘for’ the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Let us be»glad and rejoice, 
and.give honor to him: for the. marriage. of. the 
Lamb is come and. his wife hath. made, herself 
ready.” 


The. whole heavenly. order. is cequpied with one 
theme, the Lamb. slain from the foundation of 
the world. It is ‘a Christ-honoring order, a Christ- 
grving order, ‘a Christ-worshiping order: It is an 
order in. which the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ 
occupies the central position, 


Any program claiming to lead to the doing of 
God’s will on earth ‘as it is done in‘ heaven must 
be. cross-centered, else it ~will -be-as powerless ‘as 
the social teachings of Confucius, who died..a 
disillusioned and disappointed old man because. he 
had no remedy for sin, the root’ of ‘all ‘social 
maladies. ; 


We are told that the shepherd in mountainous 
regions, finding a’sheep on a ledge, ‘does not at- 
tempt to rescue it) at once; for’ fear’ it might’ be- 
come frightened and jump: to: its:death, but. allows 
it to become so weak, that it makes no effort to 
save itself. Then the shepherd climbs down to the 
rescue, and ‘lifts the sheep out *of its precarious 
position, and takes: it back to safety and. plenty 
in the green. pastures, of the highlands. May it not 
be that the God of Revelation. is allowing. man, to 
hang over the yawning abyss of social upheaval 
and spiritual ruin’ until he is willing to be rescued 
in ‘His ‘own “way? ‘ 


The . Theology Of. Modernism 


The theology. of. modernism ‘is' determined . by 
its, cosmology, anthropology..and . sociology.. It. is 
naturalistic, man in search of God, and,, therefore, 
certainly does not deal with’ the God revealed in 
the Bible. Since this is so, there’is‘no authority to 
which. one may» go~ for. a definite. conception ‘of 
their deity. There are, as.many. definitions of God 
as there are Modernists. Each chooses. for himself 
the god he serves; each chooses for himself the 
part: of the Bible he aceepts; each chooses ‘for 
himself the part.ef the Bible he rejeets'as myth 
and legend. Our word . heresy,..comes ,from. the 
Greek word hairesis, meaning to choose; therefore 
the heretic is one who chooses certain parts of 
God's Word and* rejects others. ‘Some seem ‘to 
think of God. as a. glorified, indulgent’ grandfather. 
These dwell at length on the Fatherhood of God 
and brotherhood of man, the only basis for sach 
a relationship being thatvall life owes its origin 
to Him. These, like the ancient. Greeks, seem to 
feel that God ‘may be known ‘only by observing 
His actions;.as in “the endless sweep of. evolution’ 
where “His majestic message is, being slowly trans- 


lated by science into the accents of the human. 


tongue.” Others ‘refer ‘to‘God as “The Great First 
Cause-”: Still others elaim that “God is: the_ mir- 
rored reflection .of the self’s, best..ideals.”’. . Thus 
man in search of God ends his search by makin 
himself his god, or at least his idea of good a god, 
Some of the old’ Greek philosophers called “the 
idea of good’: # god, while others “the: helping of 
man. by man”. was a.god., Modernism. is. not: so 
modern after all,,Certainly Job. expected a. nega- 
tive answer when he propounded this question: 
Can a man by’ searching find’ out God?” 


These are the answers the natural..man. gives 
ashe ends his search for God. Man, instead of 
following God to find him and manifest Himself 
to him, hides“from God behind naturalism, and 
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the only thing God chooses to do about it, since 
man has. freedom:of -will; is:to allow him to become 
wiser by. seeing the utter futility of: his search 
for. individual and social. salvation. 


The Terminology Of Modernism 


It is to. be regretted that Modernism uses terms, 
the. meaning of. which have had an accepted mean- 
ing for hundreds and even thousands of years, in 
a sense wholly out of accord with this accepted 
meaning. Such words as God, Savior, sin and’ sal- 
vation are used. freely by. the modernist, but -the 
meaning .is far removed, from. the sense in which 
these are used in the Bible. In addition to these, 
there are hundreds of ‘words and phrases used in 
sucha way as to teach ‘the’ opposite’ of their 
ordinary .meaning. 


One instance is the modernist’s ‘use of “tolerant” 
and “intolerant”. It has:eome to such a pass that 
the Christian cannot go to the ‘Word of God and 
find there the fundamental teachings on all moral 
and religious questions and then go out and, de- 
clare certain things to be God’s will without being 
called intolerant, and that ‘by the apostles of 
tolerance. Benjamin Franklin related how ‘he’ set 
out. to attain true humility,,but after a time,found 
himself indulging in an,inordinate pride that he 
was humble. Dr. S. M. Glasgow forcefully states 
the ease’ thus: . 


“This is a sinister movement in the thought and 
—- of today. A movément that has taken a 
splendid word and so flattened it out and stretched 
its content that it has. become flabby, uncertain 
and completely transformed -from. its original sig- 
nificance under the name of tolerance. Many 
leaders and thinkers are feeding the minds of the 
reading and Tistenirig public with a most attractive 
and at the’ same: time most‘ fatal error: In such 
hands tolerance in religious. matters has come to 
mean that anything anybody honestly claims as 
their religion is quite all right for them. And to 
try to give thém your religion or in any way to 
question the finality of ‘their faith is intolerance 
and. marks as narrow and: bigoted those-who thus 
view the matter of their religious faith, Thus an 
unfair ‘burden has been placed on those who 
would follow with simple devotion the clear and 
fundamental ‘positions: and: teachings of | Chris~ 
tianity. They..are made to,.appear. not as, am- 
bassadors for God to the human heart with .the 
precious light of God’s Revelation and with. the 
precious life of His ‘salvation, but ‘as meddlers, 
self-coneceited, arrogant and: intolerant.: The de- 
structive and deadening issues of such a move- 
ment can scarcely be estimated.” 


A fine illustration of this occurred recently in 
a large Protestant church ina: Southern city. The 
Jewish Rabbi of the local. synagogue was in the 
congregation that Sunday morning. In his, sermon 
the pastor did not once mention the name of Jesus 
Christ. He ended the’sérmon with these words: 


“The ‘Jews’ greatest ‘contribttion ‘ to the world 
has been’ in ‘their enunciation ‘and* reiteration | of 
the profound principles of the’ immortality. of the 
soul,” 


‘But the facts are that long before there were 
any: Jews, the belief in the immortality of the soul 
was universal. But. suppose the, Jew had. given the 
idea of immortality to the world, who could honest- 
ly say’ that this is of more importance and a 
greater gift 'to the world than Jésus Christ? It is 
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like saying to a criminal condemned to die: “You 
are alive and that is of more importance to you 
than to tell you a Governor has come into power 
who will pardon you, if only you ask him.” The 
modernist had to be tolerant in this new sense 
of the word and not offend the Jewish Rabbi, even 
though he was forced to push Jesus into a dark 
room in His own house till the company left. This 
preacher thought he was being tolerant, whereas 
he was only cowardly, and cowardice has never 
been one of the fruits of the Spirit of God. 

The whole matter resolves itself into the ques- 
tion of final authority. Modernism says man’s 
reason, judgment and volition is the measure of 
his views and rights, while the Christian’s view 
is that the criterion, by which all views and rights 
are to be judged, is the Bible. It is not one man’s 
word against another man’s word, it is God’s Word 
above all. To admit that anyone has the right to 
hold views contrary to the plain teaching and 
spirit of God’s Word is not tolerance, but weak- 
ness and moral turpitude. 

Note again that Christians must be intolerant 
at times if they are to follow the example of their 
Lord, for He certainly was intolerant on many 
occasions. To all the philosophers, moralists and 
punctilious Pharisees He said, “Ye must be born 
again,” nothwithstanding their views on the matter 
to the contrary. ‘“_No man cometh to the Father 
but by me.” What? No one of all the thousands 
of ways men were pointing out as right, but His 
way? According to Modernism, how intolerant. 
“T am the door, he that entereth not by the door 
into the sheepfold but climbeth up some other 
way is a thief and a robber.” Again, speaking 
through St. John, He says: “He that saith I know 
him, and keepeth not his commandments is a liar.” 
Such words—thief, robber, liar! How intolerant 
He was of other people’s opinions. He said to the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well: “Ye worship ye 
know not what: we know what we worship.” Now 
her religion was sacred to her, it had some truth 
in it, her people held to the same faith. According 
to Modernism that was unpardonable. 

Christianity is intolerant of all religions, all 
ethics, all philosophy and all life that is not Christ- 
centered, but nowhere seeks to impose its ideas 
and ideals on any one by force. This is Christian 
tolerance, and all peaceful and legitimate means 
are to be used on the part of the Christian to pull 
down error and elevate truth and righteousness, 
as revealed in the “lively oracles” of God. 


Unbelief Due To Spiritual Blindness 

The historical Christ can not be understood or 
appreciated apart from an experience of Him in 
the life; in other words, there are two sources of 
authoritative evidence, one objective, the other 
subjective. Now this subjective evidence becomes 
real only through the supernatural, never through 
the natural. Hence, one, however learned, who has 
not experienced that miracle called the new birth, 


cannot write intelligently of Christ and Chris. 
tianity, for he does not have access to great areas 
of historical facts. It is a fact duly authenticated, 
that millions have not only believed in accounts 
of the deity of Jesus Christ, His resurrection anq 
ascension, but these millions have also known and 
experienced Him as Savior, as Lord, as Sanctifier, 
as Comforter, as Friend, and as a living reality 
sharing life in all its relationships. They have not 
only believed the Apostle John when he says, 
“That which we have seen and heard declare we 
unto you,” but they have found from experience 
that the objective evidence is verified by the sub. 
jective. 

Some have asked why it is that many great 
scholars and scientists look upon Jesus as they do 
Confucius, Gautama, Mohammed, and other found. 
ers of faiths or religious teachers. The answer js 
that they have never met the conditions for know. 
ing the living Christ. The intellectual giant may 
be a spiritual imbecile, for the Bible declares that 
Christ is spiritually discerned, spiritually appro- 
priated, and experienced daily in the spiritual 
fellowship. Too many people have assumed that 
ones intellectual acumen fits or qualifies one to 
write of Christ, His teaching and claims. Christ 
is experienced only through the supernatural, 
Take away the supernatural and the very door 
through which we enter the Christian experience 
is closed. Unbelief then, is not merely a lack of 
intellectual assent because there is not sufficient 
evidence for the reason to accept the word of 
God, but it is a disease of the mind, of the soul, 
with its roots going into all that goes to make up 
personality; perverting the will, the emotions, the 
judgments, in fact, the whole man. The unbeliever, 
whether he is in the pulpit or out, who takes pride 
in rejecting much of the supernatural, fails to 
realize that he accepts as facts less authentic ac- 
counts in other fields. He also fails to realize 
that his unbelief is due, not to a supermental pro- 
cess, but to the lack of a supernatural] experience. 


*Albemarle, N. C. 


A Sonnet Of Hope 


Now that the agony of war has passed, 

And we no longer wait with trembling heart 

For messages whose dreadful news would blast 

Our joy and make our peace of mind depart, 

We hope that better days have come, when we 

Shall find, from all our fears, a full release; 

When all the nations of the earth will be 

United in a common quest for peace. 

With thankful hearts, we face the coming year; 

New hopes, new plans, new enterprises flood 

Our minds, relieving us from futile fear 

And making us forget the years of blood. 

So, may we hope,—and pray with one accord 

By faith in God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
—T. E. P. Woods, 1946. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Fev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 3 
Feast Days Of A People 


Scripture: Leviticus. Devotional Reading: Psalm 
65:1,9-13. 


Before we take up the Feasts let us look at 
the book of Leviticus as a whole. 


This book answers the great question, How can 
a sinful man approach a holy God. Dr.Pierson 
ealls it, “The Way to God, and The Walk with 
God.” “A righteous God and a ruined sinner may 
meet on a blood-sprinkled platform and have fel- 
lowship.” May we take a glance at the book in the 
following way: : 


I. The Way Needed. A barrier exists between 
God and man. 1. God is Holy—this word occurs 
150 times in the book. The holiness of God is 
stressed by (1) the arrangement of the Tabernacle 
—the Holy of Holies, (2) by the Mediatorship of 
the Priests, (3) by the emphasis laid upon the 
holiness of the people, and (4) by the punishment 
of Nadab and Abihu. 2. Man Is A Sinner. (1) 
Sin is everywhere; all sorts of sin; in all the peo- 
ple—High Priest, priests, rulers, congregation, na- 
tion, individual men and women, (2) Sin is a 
terrible thing, if it takes all this ritual and cere- 
mony to picture and typify its punishment and 
ewe ® ess two facts show how much the WAY 
is needed. 


II, The Way Provided,—By God, not man. I. 
Sacrifices—five kinds: Burnt-Offering, Meal- 
Offerings, Peace-Offerings, Sin-Offerings, Trespass- 
Offerings. The Great Day of Atonement, chapter 
16, brings this truth clearly to our minds: “With- 
out shedding of blood there is no remission of 
sins.” 2. Priests—Mediation. No man could offer 
himself, but only through the priests, selected by 
God from among their brethren. The High Priest 
was at their head and ministered especially on the 
Day of Atonement, when he went into the Holy of 
Holies to make intercession for himself and for all 
the people. 


III. The Way Appropriated—1l1. By Faith — 
reason might say, these offerings cannot take 
away sins—and as we are told in Hebrews, this 
is true—but they point to the Great Sacrifice, the 
Lamb of God who Can. 2. By Separation—from 
Sin—(1) The Offerings were to be Pure And 
Holy, (2) the Priests were to be Pure And Holy, 
(3) the People, also, were to be Pure And Holy— 
the idea of Separation runs through the whole life 
of Israel, in food, in health (notice the minute 
provisions for cleansing the leper), in family life, 
as @ nation, in all the relations of life. 3. By Com- 
munion—(We will take this up where we come 
toda} study of the Feasts, our special lesson for 

ay). 


IV. The Way Blessed—the result to people; 
three results: 1. Safety and Rest (Or Trouble) 
See chapter 26. 2. Prosperity (Or Adversity), 3. 
lctory over enemies (Or Defeat). 


Lessons For Us Today. (1) The Way is as sore- 
y needed in the modern days as in the time of 
srael. Man has not ceased to be a sinner because 


he lives in better houses and has better clothes 
and more conveniences. These but make his sins 
more heinous and inexcusable. (2) The Way has 
been provided—a new and living way, a Better 
way. Christ has come to be both Priest and Sacri- 
fice, to make perfect atonement for sin, “once for 
all.”” (3) The Way can be appropriated today, by 
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and by coming out 
and being separate. (4) The Way will be a Blessed 
way for US if we accept it. Are we Sure that we 
have found the Way to God and Eternal life? 


The Feasts. Lev. Chapter 23. As we saw above, 
part of the Appropriation of the Way is through 
Communion and Fellowship with God. “Take time 
to be holy,” might be a good heading for this sec- 
tion of our study. Men need Time for worship 
and Communion. We are not to take up all our 
time in doing our own work, but we are to spend 
Much time in the more important business of look- 
ing after our souls and our spiritual interests. 
This is a much needed lesson for us in these rush- 
ing days. 


There were eight of the Feasts or Sacred Sea- 
sons. (See Chs. 23-26). The first was the Sabbath, 
every seventh day, a day of Rest, a Holy con- 
vocation. 


The second was the Passover, which commemo- 
rated their deliverance from Egypt. It was held 
on the 14th day of the year, April 14. This feast 
lasted one week. No leaven was to be used or seen 
during this time. This feast of the Jews was in 
some ways the most sacred of all their feasts, with 
the exception of the great day of Atonement. 


The third was the feast of Pentecost, a harvest 
thanksgiving, seven weeks after the feast of the 
Passover, (about June 6). The poor were to be 
provided for. It was at this feast that the Holy 
Spirit was poured out. (Acts 2). 


The Feast of Trumpets, the New Year day of 
the civil year. The significant thing was the blow- 
ing of the Trumpets. 


The Day of Atonement. (Ch. 16). This came 
on the tenth day of the seventh month, October 
10). It was a national fast day when the whole 
nation was to be purified and atonement made for 
all. The function of the High Priest was to go into 
the Holy of Holies with the blood of atonement 
for himself and for the people. This blood was to 
be sprinkled before the mercy seat and propitia- 
tion made. A goat was offered as a sin offering 
for the people and a live “scapegoat” was led 
off into the wilderness, after his hands had been 
placed upon him and the sins of the people con- 
fessed. This symbolized the removal of the sins of 
the nation. 


Feast of Tabernacles, to commemorate their so- 
journ in Egypt. This came five days after the Day 
of Atonement and lasted one week (October 15- 
22). The people lived in booths and numerous 
burnt offerings were made. 


The Sabbatical Years. This was to be observed 
every seventh year; the land and people rested, 
all indebtedness was remitted and the law publicly 








read. A spirit of quietness was to prevailiover | | 


all the land, a year lomg Sabbaths 


The Year of Jubilee. This came every fiftieth 
year. It began on the day of Atonement.’ The: soil 


was to be uncultivated, all land alienated was to ie 


be given back to the original owners, slaves liberat- 
ed, There were no special religious observances, 
but the. whole year was to be a year of rejoicing 
and thanksgiving. 


We can see.from these sacred times and seasons 
that God expected His people. to take time for 
worship. and communion. and fellowship, both with 
their God, and with their fellow-men. Are we to- 
day not robbing ourselves of both these blessings? 
We can hardly find time for one hour of worship 
once a week. In our mad rush after material things 
are we not losing more than gain? 


Or 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 10 
A People Disciplined 


(Temperance Lesson) 


Scripture: Numbers, Print 14:11-24. Devotional 
Reading: If Chron. 6:26-31. 


We might call Numbers, “The Wilderness Train- 
ing.” The book is named from the two number- 
ings, one at the beginning, and the other’ toward 
the end, chapter 26. The number of Israelites, ex- 
clusive of tribe of Levi, was 603,550 at the first 
census, and 601,730 at second. The tribe of 
Simeon suffered the greatest loss, from 59,300 to 
22,200. Seven of the tribes gained and five lost 
in number. 


Before. we take up chapters 13 and 14 where 
our special lesson is found, let us glance at 


The Many Kinds And Cases Of 
Discipline, Or Training 

1. There was the orderly grouping of the tribes 
and the order of marching. Each man knew his 
place and was to be in that place at the proper 
time. “Every man of the children of Israel shall 
pitch by his own standard.” (2:2). Is there not 
a lesson and a suggestion for the church in this 
simple direction? ould not the ne sort of 
healthy competition and loving rivalry between 
different denominations be far better than try- 
ing to force union where there are: honest differ- 
ences? The writer sees far more harm in trying 
to form “Big”. churches and. “Big’’ denominations 
than in smaller churches and religious bodies re- 
maining ‘separate, each one pitching by his own 
—— and ALL working together as the body 

re) ist. 


The tribe of Levi was set aside to take charge 
of the Tabernacle and its furniture. The sons of 
Levi, Kohath, Gershon, and Merari, were given 
minute directions as to their duties. It is still 
a fine thing for each one to have a work to do, 
to know what that work is, and to be in his place. 
ot $e should still be done, “decently, and in 
order.” 


_2. In chapter 11:1. we find the account of the 
et ppp of: the people in the. burning. at Ta- 
erah, 


8. Then there was complaint because of ‘food 
and water. God had given them manna, but they 
grew tired of this and “lusted” after flesh. God 
sent quails in abundance and the people became 
sick and many died. 


4..In 12:1 we have the/sedition of Aaro 
Mitiam. {Miriam ‘ig made ee, leper and only pe 
when Moses intercedes for her. 


5.In chapter 16 we have the rebellion of Ko 
Dathan, and Abiram and others. This was dealt 
with in a most. unusual and-summary manner, The 
earth opened ‘her mouth adhd swallowed up the 
rebels. (Read 16:28-32). ntl 3 

6,. They were trained, and disciplined, also. in 
warfare. Sihon and Og and their people are over. 
come and their land taken. They were restrained 
from making war on Edom, for God had given this 
land to the descendents, of Esau,. 


7. One of the severest cases of discipline came 
in connection with Balaam, Balak and the: Mo 
abites. This strange and most: interesting story 
is given us in chapters 22-24, and the result.of 
the seductive policy instigated by Balaam in cha 
ter 25. (See II Peter, Jude 11, and references 
Revelation). 


8. Special notice ought to’ be taken of! “The 
Cross in the Wilderness” as we find it illustrated 
in the biting of the fiery serpents ‘and the brazen 
serpent lifted on the pole. Qur Savior used this 
as an illustration of His work. on‘the cross in His 
talk with Nicodemus in John 3. 


Many of these. ineidents.in the book of Numbers 
are illustrative, and some typical, of our experi 
ences aS ‘we journey to our: “Promised Land,” 
They are all written for our instruction and profit. 

Now we take up: 


Special Case Of Discipline. 3 and 14. This took 
place when they came to the wilderness of Paran, 
Comparing this account with Deut. 1:22 we see 
that the sending of the spies ‘was donfe at the Te- 
quest of the’ Israelites. God ' commanded it, ‘and 
Moses was Well pleased, but we see from Deut. 
1:22 that the Israelites came and said: “We will 
send men before us, and they''shall search out the 
land.” Was not this an evidenee already’ of their 
unbelief, or lack of complete confidence in God? 


Twelve men are chosen, one from each tribe, 
but the only’ names worth remembering’ are those 
of Caleb of the tribe of Judah, and Joshua of the 
tribe of Ephraim. : i 


As. is often the .case. where, a “Committee” is 
appointed, two. reports are. brought back; a, Ma 
jority,.and.a Minority. Report. Both of. these, re 
ports. agreed as far as the desirability of the land 
was concerned—all said that the land, was most 

roductive, a. land of milk. and honey, but when 
t: came,.to the-Tone of the report and the Recom 
mendations, the two were as far apart, as the poles. 
(Is not the majority. often in the wrong, as.in 
epee? ne Campbell Morgan. says,, nine times, out 
of ten). 


The ten spies said: “We be Not Able to go Up 
against the people; for they are stronger ‘than 
we ... there we saw the giants ... ‘we were, in 
our sight as grasshoppers.” 


Caleb and Joshua said: “Let us go up at once 
and possess it; for we are Well Able to overcome 
it.” The Ten saw the Giants; Caleb and Joshus 


saw God. They knew that with God on their 
side their énémiés would be’ but bread for them: 
“the more enemies, the more bréad,” as someone 
has expressed it. , 


enema nwezeneeeestezsasees=e £Z 
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The people, however, listened to the majority. 
They wept and cried, and rebelled, saying, “Let 
ys make a captain, and let us return to Egypt.” 
It is much easier to Discourage than to Encourage. 
Do we ever discourage the hearts of our brethren 
today? ' 

Moses is again seen in the role of Intercessor 
as he pleads for his people. Moses in many ways 
js a type of our Blessed Intercessor. Do we have 
our Great Intercessor and Mediator at the throne 
of grace? 

As a punishment for this sin God decreed that 
they should wander in the Wilderness forty years, 
a year for each day they spent in spying out the 
land. “They could not; enter in because of un- 
belief” is the comment in Heb. 3:19. 


How often has.the church failed in. much the 
same way. If we had had the faith to go in and 
possess Japan when the door seemed wide open, 
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would we have’ had to fight her? If: Unbelief had 
not sapped the spiritual life of the German Church 
and nation would we have had these awful days 
of war with her? 


They rose up early the next morning and said; 
“Lo, we be here, and will go up unto the place 
which the Lord hath promised: for we’ have sin- 
ned”. They went, and were smitten before their 
enemies. adi 


The sin of Presumption is as bad as the sin of 
Unbelief. We can only go as the Lord goes with 
us. Presumption is a form of Unbelief: it is belief 
in Man without God. : 


We wonder sometimes whether some of.-our 
“Movements” and. ‘“‘Programs” are born: of, Faith 
or Presumption! Let us beware of Both the sin of 
Unbelief and the sin of Presumption. They have 
wrought untold havoc in the church. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For February 
MY CHURCH 
Introduction For The Month 


On his entry into Japan General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur declared that our world had had its last 
chance to solve its problems by force, and that 
the problems that face us today and tomorrow are 
spiritual problems. He said, “Our problem | is 
theological.” Many thinking men will agree that 
our real problem is how to find God’s will for men 
and how to get men to follow the will of God. 

But when we. start talking about “theological” 
and “spiritual” that’s where the church comes in. 
Right or wrong, good or bad, there is one thing 
that is absolutely true of the church—it is the one 
great institution that. stands in the world to call 
men to God and to spiritual. truth. All who recog- 
nize that the world’s great. problem today. is the- 
ological and. spiritual. are also. agreed that. the 
chureh must remain in the world and do an. effec- 
tive work in revealing the will of God to the world 
and in training men to follow. the will of God in 
our everyday world; and if the church is to do an 
effective piece of work in the world it means that 
the little church: around the, corner in your. eom- 
munity, the church you. and. I belong: to,. must 
do. an effective. piece of .work in its own. com- 
munity, And if the church that. you. and. I belong 
to is going to do an effective piece of work, you 
and I. must do our part well; for we are part of 
the church. 

Our topic for this: month is “My Church.” In 
August of 1944 we studied the ehureh and looked 
at that great Church Universal that: is made up 


of all professing Christians everywhere in the: world 
today. Last March we looked at churches in gen- 
eral and tried to find out what. makes a church a 
church. Last May we looked at the Presbyterian 
church in particular and sought to see just what it 
means to'be a Presbyterian. But during this month 
we are going to think only of ‘the local church i 
our town where we worship and work. If-we make 
this church a real, true, effective church in the 
work in a world that so desperately needs help on 
its moral and spiritual problems. . 


Feb. 3: Who Should Belong To My Church. 
Introduction 

The other day I went into a bakery to buy~a 
loaf of bread. While I was waiting to be waited 
on I overheard a good lady inviting the sales girl 
to’ come join the church. Here is the line she used 
to interest the girl: “You should come join’ our 
ehurch because we have the best parties you ever 
saw for our young people.” We want our churches 
to’ grow, and they should grow; but’ 1 wonder: if 
some times’ we do not want them to grow so badly 
that we invite any and everybody to ‘come join, 
and we seek to, interest. them by some bait that is 
hardly more important than .parties, and good 
times. 


The church of the first century did a grand 
piece of working in getting members, and these 
members were faithful in serving, even unto death. 
Let’s look at a description: of that first century 
church ‘and see if ours is like: that. 


Scripture Lesson 
1, The first century church had a place to meet 
—Acts 1:13; 5:12; 2:46; 12:12. We have a:stated 
place to meet. r ints 
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2. The first century church had regular times 
for mecting—Acts 2:46 and 20:7. We have regular 
times for meeting. 


8. The first century church had regular hours of 
prayer—Acts 3:1; 10:9. We have regular times 
for prayer. They went; we don’t. 


4. The first century church had a regular church 
roll—120 - Acts 1:15; 3,000 - Acts 2:41; 5,000 - 
Acts 4:4. We have a regular roll too. 


5. The first century church had daily additions— 
Acts 2:47. We don’t have daily additions, and too 
often when we do have additions they are not the 
same kind as these daily additions were. What was 
interesting about these additions? 


In our King James version we read that the 
Lord added daily to the church such as “should 
be saved.”” When we check the original tense of 
the word “saved” we find that actually it should 
be translated “the Lord added daily to the church 
those whom He was saving.’”’ This reminds us that 
our salvation is in three tenses: 


a. Past tense: We have been saved from the 
guilt of sin once for all and forever the moment 
we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:5-8; 
John 5:24, 


b, Present tense: We are daily being saved from 
the power of sin and from the habit of sin in our 
daily lives. Romans 6:14, Philippians 1:19. 


c. Future tense: We shall be saved from the 
very presence of sin in the day when Christ shall 
return for His own. Rom. 8:29 and 1 Peter 1:5. 


In order to realize our present salvation day by 
day it is necessary that we earnestly seek to work 
out that salvation for God is working in us. (Phil. 
2:12-13). To do this we must add to our faith, that 
faith that laid hold on Jesus Christ, certain things 
that will cause us to grow in grace and knowledge. 
(2 Peter 1:2-11; 2 Peter 3:17-18). And as we do 
these all the while we know that we are being 
saved for it is God who works in us, and we have 
this confidence that’? he who has begun a good 
work in us will perfect it unto the day of Jesus 
Christ.” (Phil. 1:6). 


Those who join the church should be those who 
are added by the Lord to the church because they 
have been saved from the guilt of their past sins 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and having 
assurance of their future salvation from the very 
presence of sin now work out their salvation with 
the assurance that they are being saved from the 


power of sin by the inworking of the Spirit of 
God. 


As we look back at this first century church we 
see that we have everything they had in an out- 
ward way—place to meet, regular times for prayer 
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and worship, regular church membership—and We 
have these in a more abundant way. But we do not 
accomplish what they did because our Members 
as a whole do not have an assurance of their sal. 


vation and a day by day working out of their sal. 
vation. 


Who should belong to my church? Only those 
who have been saved by confessing their faith in 
Jesus Christ and who have begun to truly be saved 
from the power of sin through a day by day walk 
with Christ. 


Suggestions 


This is basic truth, but it is strange how ignorant 
so many of our members are of it. Here are two 
incidents that will throw some light on the state 
of the matter in our church, 


When I came to my church about seven years 
ago a little girl about eight years old came up to 
me and said she wanted to join my church, I was 
startled and thought maybe she did not know what 
it was all about, so I almost flippantly said, “Why 
in the world should I let you join my church?” 
With all seriousness and earnestness this little 
girl said, ‘“‘The Word of God says that ‘whosoever 
believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God’. | 
believe that Jesus is the Christ and I have received 
Him as my Savior; therefore I am born of God, 
am I not?” I answered yes very quickly. She con- 
tinued, “The Bible says that those who are bom 
of God belong in His church, so I belong in, don't 
I?” She had me there, for she knew exactly what 
it means to be a Christian and a church member. 
I have watched that girl grow in grace, knowl 
edge, and faithfulness, and today she is looking 
forward to going to the mission field. 


A couple years after this experience I was 
sitting in on our great church wide Young Peo 
ple’s Conference in Memphis, Tenn., during the 
Christmas holidays. One of the discussion groups 
on young people was being led by one of the most 
prominent men in our church, later a Moderator 
of the Assembly. There was a prolonged discussion 
on how to sugar coat and water down the messagé 
of the church so as to get the interest and ¢ 
operation of the young people, and in the midst 
of the discussion one lady spoke up and said, “Dr. 
it seems to me that if we can bring our young peo 
ple to a real saving knowledge of Christ and a 
assurance of their salvation then they will have 
in themselves the incentive to carry on. “The gow 
doctor replied, “Yes, that would be fine, but young 
people can not understand the deep theology about 
being born again and we need not expect them to 
I can not tell when I was born again, but the older 
I grow more things that happen make me reas 
ably certain that I have been. Young people car 
not know that, but after we have served the . 
for many, many years we can begin to be sult 
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The experience of the eight year old girl, and it 
can be duplicated in thousands in our land today, 
was a complete repudiation of every word the 
doctor said. 


The members of our church, young or old, 
should be those who have been saved by faith and 
who are growing in grace. Let your program be 
simply a Bible study of this great truth. There will 
be a lot of folks who will wave the red herring that 
this is dry as dust theology and over the heads 
and out of the interest range of young people, but 
I have seen too many young people completely 
transformed by this message, too many young peo- 
ple thrilled to pieces with this message, to get too 
upset over those people who think that it is deep, 
dry theology simply because their own hearts have 
never been warmed and transformed by the Spirit. 


Feb. 10: Who Runs My Church? 
Introduction 


Who runs my church? Some people think that 
the preacher runs the church. We Presbyterians 
pride ourselves on the great responsibilities and 
privileges that we give to laymen, and we claim 
that our elders run the church. All too often some 
man, some woman, or some “click” that longs to 
have its own way will keep a church in a mess 
by trying to run the church over the protest of 
everybody else. But who really runs my church, or 
ought to? 


Regardless of how many people or who they are 
that carry out jobs in the local church, in the pur- 
pose of God there is one supreme Head of the 
Church and of every local church. Let us go to the 
= and see what they tell us about this 

ead, 


Scripture Lesson 


The risen, living Christ Himself is the great 
ms of the Church and of every church. Ephesians 
115-22, 


This truth is brought out by different figures of 
speech that describe how Christ is Head of the 


church and how He gets His will done in the 
church, 


1. Christ is the Director of the life of the 
Church: Eph. 5:23-24. 


2. Christ is the Guardian of the members of 
the Church: Eph. 5:25-27. 


3, Christ is the Source of the Life of the Church: 
Eph. 1:23, 


4. Christ is the Cause of the Growth of the 
Church; Eph, 4:12-15. 


5. Christ ig the Heart of the Unity of the 
Church: Eph. 4:15-16. 
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Suggestions 


On December 4, 1861, the organizing Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
was held. This was the beginning of our “South- 
ern” Presbyterian church. At that Assembly those 
leaders declared the purpose of this church and 
set her on the course she should follow. At that 
Assembly Dr. B. M. Palmer, Jr. preached the open- 
ing sermon. His text was Ephesians 1:22-23. As 
the business of organization proceeded the church 
came into being with a two-fold emphasis in its 
program: the absolute headship of Jesus Christ, 
and the responsibility of the church to carry the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth in obedience to 
the Great Commission. This truth, that Christ must 
rule and direct the church, is fundamental to the 
Scriptures and to our church. The strength of our 
church and the blessing of God upon our church 
depend on the willingness and the ability of our 
members to find the will of Christ and to do it 
in all their activities in the church. 


For a program you might study these passages 
of Scripture and have some one give an account 
of how and why our church was founded, empha- 
sizing the truth of the Headship of Christ. Then 
the group might be led in a discussion of what this 
truth means to them personally as members of the 
church and what it means in the carrying out of 
business of our church. 





. Readers’ Page 


Dear Young Folks: 


As we leave this land of oxy fre 
warmth, Wé: on atx ‘sent ee sMmessage to 
particular, We F 0s, act : sa 
of danger, di iculty or ney Sista we are re- 
minded of the time when our Lord said to Peter, 
“Launch out “into the deep,” and-He -went in- the 
boat with him. 


Just so, ‘it will be with us, so’ we need not fear 
when we know He will go with. us and.-will carry 
us through no matter what may come to us. 


China is on the eve of one of the greatest re- 
vivals the world has ever known, and we trust you 
will meet the challenge which ‘such an opportunity 
gives to you. 


You are those to whom we must look to help 
carry out the great missionary program of our 
Church; and as you,plan. your life’s work, we trust 
you may consider the call of China and invest 
your life where it will count for the most.’ 

China’ used to be spoken of as~an~old nation, 
but- today -it- is the- youngest- nation on earth,-for 
its destiny is in the hands of its youth. The slogan 
of the young people of China is, “To build and not 
to destroy; to love: and not to hate.” 


The story is told of a young nurse in China who 
was badly wounded by shrapnel, suffering from 
a shrapnel wound large enough to put your fist 
into. One day. she asked an American doctor to 
sign a paper which would enable her to go to the 
front, as she longed to do something for her coun- 
try, and his reply was, “You are not fit to go any- 
where with that shrapnel wound in your back.” 
Her reply was, “Fit or not fit, I’m going, because 
I am a Christian and they are expecting an awful 
lot of us Christians.” Just one of many such noble 
spirits among the youth of China. This young girl 
went to the front, and two weeks later died ‘in 
action. 


May you ‘catch something of her courageous 
spirit.as you hear. the cry of.a suffering world and 
remember that we. are Christians and the world 
is expecting an awful lot. of us Christians.. In, this 
time of uncertainty and unrest, what a challenge 
to us all to put the emphasis on: the. spiritual, a 
time to come: out: and: out for Christ. » 

As we pray the Lord’ of the Hitevest t6 send 
forth laborers ‘into the ‘harvest, we shall expéct 
you to be the answer to that’ prayer. What are you 
going to do about it? 

Yours in Christ. 
E. W. McLauchiin:: 


Chuffy The Goatherd 


Everybody ‘loved Chufty. He was. a strong 
dumpy. Chinese boy who took care of a herd of 
milk goats. All, day long, every, day, he watched 
those goats.. He fed them and .gave, them cleap 
water to drink, He was gentle with the little kids, 
even when they tried to run away from. him and 
play out of his sight. That was a dangerous thing 
for them. todo because there :were. thieves, and 
dogs too,. who, would like to catch. the little, kids 


At night, he shut them all in a pen, safe from 
harm. 


Every morning and every evening Chuffy nile 
the big goats and sold the fresh milk to people 
who were ‘very thankful to buy “it. 


Chuffy was a timid boy..He was almost afraid 
to talk to people. When he tried to talk he huffed 
and puffed and’ even stammered, and that is why 
he ‘was called ‘Chuffy.’ But everybody loved him 
because he was ‘kind ‘and’ faithful, and” honest 
about ‘sélling’ milk. “And he ‘was always on time 
delivering it to the kitchen’ door. 


But one morning he_never.came. at. all. Instead 
of delivering milk he went. running .down. the, path 
crying, ‘“‘My.very best. little. kid has. been. stolen, 
and I know who stole her. That wicked: old,.man 
in the big house was looking at her just yesterday. 
He asked many ‘questions about her. ‘He Knows 
she!is the finest one I have.” 


Then Chuffy, began to stammer,. “She was 30 
b-b-big and white and I was so p-p-roud of. her 
I’m going straight to his house and get her back.’ 


Then were Chuffy’s friends surprised! Timid 
Chuffy indeed! How ‘dared he ‘accuse any one of 
stealing..his. kid!, They, warned. him not, to/go. 
“That.man.is not even afraid of the police. Yo 
must not go to his place. Even if you are sure/he 
stole the kid you know he will not give it up, = 
he may’ beat you.” 


But Chuffy, went. straight, on down the road 
saying, “I’m going to get my kid right now.’ 


And he went down the road all alone. No ome 
wanted to go with him on that, kind of, business 


All of his friends stood around feeling sory 
for him: ‘They waitéd ‘and ‘waited hoping he would 
turn back and not be hurt. After # Jong time ‘they 
heard. a. voice .down. the .road. It. sounded like 
laughing and singing. And then they saw Chuffy 
coming back. And he was oe the kid | in - 
arms! 


“Why, Chuffy, where did you find her?” 


With happy tears in his eyes Chuffy answert, 
“Right in that old man’s pen. I went right 
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to him_and told him to give me, back. my _kid—and 
he did!” 


Some. one, else delivered.the .milk: that .morning 
while Chuffy went. from house to, house .with, the 
iid in his arms telling all about how it was stolen 
and how he got it back. And everybody was happy 
with Chuffy. eiiaih 


Things like that happen to peonte in China 
so, much like the, stories of our. Bible that allh of us 
love most——-Chuffy is a Christ. boy, and, he knows 
all about the Good Shepherd—Perhaps that is 
thé real reason he loves *the little kids so’ much. 























Woman’s Work 


Edited By. Mrs. R. T. Fauceite 


The Week Of Prayer And Selt-Denial 
For Foreign Missions | 
January 27 - February 3,.1946 

A: Week of Prayer! Is it: going.to be that? There 
are aids to help us make it just: this?.-First, .there 
is your Bible. Read some of those passages >that 
lift the world before: -your..eyes as you face the 
Christian task: John 3:16; I John 2:1-2; John 
12244,47; 8:12; John “1:29; If “Cor. “5:19* Matt. 
Sif4; Matt. 18:38. Read these and’ others, and tet 
God ‘set the world in your heart. ‘Second, there are 
siggestions for prayer in the current issues of the 
Presbyterian Survey and Presbyterian) Women. 
Third, there is ‘a’ leaflet’ entitled “A Guide™ for 
Intercession” ‘issued by the Executive ‘Committee 
of Foreign Missions, which will prové of real valtie 

in directing prayer: , 


For a world-wide revival. of God’s. power in 
Men’s Hearts, For Far East, Reconstruction, . For 
Korean New Testaments, For, our, Educational 
Institutions in Brazil, For Radio, Evangelism in 
Brazil, For New Missionaries. Adequate for .the 
Task Ahead. 


Let these topies serve asa guide’ to your ‘inter- 
cession as you pray for an ‘outpouring of God's 
Spirit on all His followers the world around -that 
together we may witness to the things: of:-Christ, 
lifting Him up that all;men may ‘be drawn to Him 
the Saviour of men, the Prinee:of Peace: 


And Self-Denial: There are four.great objectives 
before us to.ehallenge real. self-denial on. the, part 
of. every member \vof. the..Presbyterian.. Chureh, 
Us S.;. First, we must:resolve in'-our ownhearts 
that our gifts will carry the. fragrance: which comes 
nly from doing without.something in- erder. to 
increase the gift. which we would: make,., Second, 
We can encourage. those within. our. homes to-like- 
Wise give—to, set up. some plan. whereby - every 
member of the family. will. share in the gift that 
must reach four great areas of our world mission 


enterprise and -further the: work of Christ:: Third, 
we ‘ican: speak enthusiastically: ‘to others: of: the 
needs: and ‘opportunities which aré ours to assist in 
the greatest: world. task’ ever: conceived, and> we 
ean pray: for ourselves and our families‘and: fellow 
church ‘members: that we all will ‘measure up to our 
opportunity~ and: bring«a gift «whereby the ‘heart 
of our Saviour:may be’ made glad; as: through it 
men and women, boys:and girls -will) be: given the 
message of Christ: and His ‘saving love and grace 
sufficient: for the needs of the: whole world. 


= Sailing Back 
By Rev. W. C. McLauchlin; D.D.* 


Weare sailing for China from the Port of 
Houston, Tex. One. thing, found -in the course of 
our packing was a diary, which I thought was. lost. 
The first word which.I saw. in .it. was this: “To- 
day .the. planes. came over, (three, of. them). .and 
dropped.a number of bombs. Haven't found. out 
yet, just where they. landed, but. they. sounded 
plenty near, They went back .and forth over us for 
along time.” Later. “Four or five bombs .were 
dropped, mostly inside the North Gate. Four 
people were killed and a number wounded.” These 
two items were under.date.of-Haichow, Ku., China, 
August 13, 1938. The next passage that caught 
my éye’ was ‘dated’ August’ 22; 1938, ‘and it “was 
written’ in capitals: “Letter ‘from’ Annie, dated 
July “19, 1938. First “letter for about “eleven 
months.” “Our daughter Annie’ was im college “in 
Amerita’ and this was the first letter from her 
for almost'a year. You can judge ‘by this ‘the ‘un- 
cértainty of the tails during those troubled days. 


Here-'is another. record: *‘After ,about ia «year 
and- four months ef bombings here. in the Haichow 
Field; the record of miraculous ‘keeping power: is 
still clears: Not a°Christian:nor a genuiné enquirer 
has» been killed; and none: have been seriously 
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injured. A few days ago, we thought this record 
had been broken, because Mr. Koo, one of our 
finest Christians, an elder in the Hsinpu Church 
(four miles from Haichow), was buried in the 
debris of the building in which he had been con- 
ducting his business when several bombs fell right 
by him. When the bombers had passed on, res- 
cuers heard Elder Koo praying in a loud voice, 
down under the mass of stone and brick and 
plaster. They dug him out, and when I saw him, 
though he could hardly speak, and though he 
seemed to be almost completely paralyzed, he said, 
‘Praise the Lord for His goodness and His mercy.’ 
In less than three days, Mr. Koo was almost normal 
again. Now he seems to be physically sound and 
getting back his full strength rapidly. This is an- 
other of the many miracles God has performed in 
the protecting of His own.” 


Another item in the same letter: “The young 
man who goes with me on country trips, and helps 
with all sorts of things, was out on a junk, de- 
livering some things to the boatman, for me. 
Planes came over. He fell on his knees, just as 
naturally as a child runs to his mother or father 
when he senses danger. As he prayed aloud, the 
boatman stood by in awed silence. The planes 
passed on, doing no damage. A few days later, 
near the same spot, the planes came over as be- 
fore, but this time they let fall their deadly 
missiles, sinking several junks, killing many peo- 
ple, killing a whole family of seven on one of the 
junks. This double incident, the praying boy and 
safety, then later, the same circumstances without 
him and his prayer, and disaster, tremendously in- 
fluenced many.” As _ those bombing days are 
brought into remembrance, prayer is always right 
out in the forefront of the experiences we had. 
How often do I recall having large groups of rich 
and poor, literate and illiterate, high and low, 
official] and civilian, celebrated and unknown, all 
together getting on their knees in most earnest 
prayer when the bombing planes roared over with 
their deafening clatter and the bombs began to 
crash on every side. Many a decision for Christ 
was made between air raids. 


Reconstruction 


Memories that come out most vividly now that 
we hope to be back on the field in a short while, 
are the memories of wide-open wonderful oppor- 
tunities that had to be left behind when we came 
out of China for this last furlough. We hear from 
our Chinese co-workers, in the Haichow section, 
and others have heard from other Stations of our 
mission, that much of our mission property has 
been badly damaged and some of it destroyed, 
but we are counting on the response of our whole 
church to the call sent out for the period of Prayer 
and Self-Denial to provide large sums for re- 
placing and repairing this property. The over- 
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whelming need now is that all our missionary force 
be gotten out to the field just as soon as Possible, 
in order that the great opportunities out there 
may be taken. The Chinese Christians have carrie 
on in a remarkable way in spite of persecution and 
dire economic distress and all the ills that go with 
war. 


A few days ago, a fine leader in our church said 
to me: “What do you expect to do out there in 
China now that the property has been ruined and 
the work of past years practically destroyed?” 
My answer was that much property out there had 
been destroyed, but that the most precious posses. 
sions out there consisted of human souls saved by 
grace and set to work for the saving of others by 
the mighty working of the Spirit in their hearts, 
All reports that come to us show that these fruits 
of our work out there are of the enduring type, 
They are not only standing fast but they are going 
forward in their great mission of saving others, 
They are keeping up their self-support, and they 
are now looking longingly to us to come and help 
them reach out and give the non-Christian multi- 
tudes all around them the same chance of life they 
have had. 


Communists 


This is being written now on board the Norman 
Lykes which is taking us by way of the Panama 
Canal to Shanghai. From Shanghai, we hope to 
go up to Haichow and to the other stations of our 
China territory. We hear that the Communists are 
holding most of the territory in which our mission 
stations are located. This means a call to prayer, 
genuine earnest prevailing prayer on the part of 
all of you there at home. The presence of the Com- 
munists in any part of our field means difficulty 
and danger, but this very fact means greater op- 
portunity and a more imperative need for our pres 
ence and help than ever. Here remembrance comes 
in again, and the picture brought up is not a pleas 
ant one. The years 1926, 1927, and 1928 brought 
experiences of Communist cruelty and brutality 
which we fervently hope will never be repeated. 
Those years drew the lines for us between the 
true and the false in our congregations. This time 
we feel sure that practically all the Christian 
constituency is standing true in spite of the stress 
and strain of Communist activities. 


Remembrance stimulates and stirs and our great 
hope now is that the hopes born of these memories 
may soon become realities. My strong feeling is 
that NOW is the time of times for China. The 
situation which China presents to the Christian 
world right now is even more critical than that 
presented by Japan in 1906 and 1907, when the 
appeal was sounded out to the Christian Church 
for hundreds of missionaries to come to Japal 
to give the Gospel to a people already prepared t 
receive it. The appeal went unheeded and Japal 
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became a non-Christian power, later to be a 
menace to all civilization. What is the answer 
going to be in China? Unless all signs fail, China 
is now ready to receive the truth, receptive almost 
beyond imagination. Can our Church allow such 
an opportunity to pass untaken? No deliberate 
decision is necessary. All that is necessary to miss 
this golden opportunity is just to sit by and let 
the tide go out. To meet the situation requires 
heroic measures. Get the men and get the money 
to the field right at once, and give the Gospel to 
the people while they want it. The result of such 
a policy would be immediately apparent. Why 
wait? Why hesitate? Why not act now? This must 
be a Church-wide response. The money must be 
given, the men must be ready to go, and the 
force and the funds must be actually on the field 
right away, if the work is to be done. 


At the great Student Volunteer Convention in 
Nashville, Tenn., in 1906, a great banner was 
stretched across the Convention hall with these 
words: “Japan leading the Orient, whither?” Mis- 
sionaries were not forthcoming to direct that na- 
tion’s people in the right direction; so Japan did 
lead the Orient into bloodshed and bitterness, and 
the world close to the brink of ruin. To-day the 
banner would read: “China leading the Orient, 
whither?” This time the call for help is plainer 
than it has ever come from any other nation. What 
shall the answer be? Our only hope for future 
safety is in a strong stable Christian China. The 
East holds the key to future world developments, 
and China IS the key to the East. I cannot think 
of any privilege greater than that of being given 
the opportunity to help mold China into a Chris- 
tian nation NOW. My sincere thanks go to each 
one of you who are making it possible for us to 
get to China now and take part in the battle royal 
that is in progress there. Now is the time to serve 
if we are to win that great land. 


*Missionary to China. 


Korean New Testament 


By Rev. W. A. Linton‘ 


Our General Assembly at its last meeting recog- 
nized the crucial need for Korean Bibles in post- 
war Korea by taking the following action: 


“We report with joy the completion of a new 
edition of 25,000 copies of the Korean New Testa- 
ment in preparation for the return to Korea of 
Christian missionaries. This has been undertaken 
by the American Bible Society at the urgent re- 
quest of our Executive Committee. There is great 
need for at least ten times this number, or 250,- 
000. We recommend that a sum (of at least $10,- 
000.00) be added to the askings of the Executive 


Page 19 


Committee of Foreign Missions in the Self-Denial 
Offering as our Church’s share in supplying this 
larger need.” 


The project of getting Korean Bibles printed in 
this country was initiated more than two years ago 
by Rev. J. V. N. Talmage, D.D., of our Korea 
Mission and Mr. C. A. Rowland of Athens, Ga. It 
was heartily endorsed by Dr. North of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. After formalities had been 
cleared with the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
who had formerly printed all the Bibles used in 
Korea, contributions were solicited from the 
different boards who had missions there before 
the war. Our Executive Committee gave $5,000.00. 


All of the plates used by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for printing Korean Bibles were in 
Japan at the outbreak of hostilities. It is more 
than likely these plates are a complete loss. It 
therefore became necessary to photograph each 
page of the new Testament and make new plates. 
This was very expensive and only 25,000 copies 
could be printed, a number very inadequate in a 
country of 25,000,000 people. With these plates in 
hand, additional copies may be printed much more 
cheaply. Just how many can be printed for $10,- 
000.00 we are unable to say, but it is hoped that 
from fifty to seventy-five thousand may be pos- 
sible. Even this number will be a mere start in a 
Bible loving church like the Korean Church. 


Some of the first 25,000 have already been dis- 
tributed to Korean prisoners of war in a camp 
near Honolulu in the Hawaiian Islands by Rev. L. 
O. McCutchen, D.D. of our Korean Mission. 


When our missionaries return to Korea, they 
will be met by a clamour for copies of God’s Word. 
It is very certain that no Bibles have been sold in 
that country since our missionaries were forced 
to leave. Even while they were still there, the 
police made it impossible to sell or distribute 
copies of the Bible. Many Christians reported that 
their Bibles had been forceably collected by the 
police and either stored away at the police station 
or destroyed. Not only will there be a dearth of 
Bibles among Christians, but your Korean mis- 
sionaries anticipate an unprecedented movement 
into the Church by the people of the newly liberat- 
ed Korean nation. This will also cause a tremendous 
demand for copies of God’s Word. 


*Mr. Linton has been named Convener of our 
Korea Survey Committee. He is also a member of 
the interdenominational Committee on Survey in 
Korea set up by the Foreign Mission Conference 
of North America. 
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General Church News 


Spot News From Our 
Mission Fields 


The first complement of; our missionaries to 
China are sailing from Houston, Texas to Shang- 
hai December. They are Rev. and Mrs. W. C. 
McLaughlin, Rev. and Mrs. F. A. Brown, Miss Mar- 
garet Wood and Miss Margaret Sells. The prayers 
of our Church will follow them. 


* * » 


Rev. R. P. Richardson, D. D., has been honored 
in. China by being made Co-Director of: UNRRA 
in. the -large. and populous. Eastern Province. of 
Kiangsu. Dr. Richardson’s offices will be in 
Chinkiang, the capital of that Province, and he 
will be in close touch with the opening’ situation 
in all of our Stations there. 

me * ~ 


Rev: Frank,.W. Price, D. D., has been decorated 
by Chinese Government with the “Order ofthe 
Cloud and Banner,” the third highest military 
decoration the government can give. 


ad ™ * 


Through Major Lardner Moore of the Infor- 
mation Section of the American Army, now lo- 
cated in Japan, we have received word that all ‘of 
the Golden Castle School for Girls in’ Nagoya, 
Japan, was destroyed by fire with the single ex- 
ception of the auditorium. This is the_ building 
which was built as the Birthday Gift by the Wom- 
an’s Auxiliary a few years ago. This is a cause of 
great thanksgiving. 


* * * 


Other missionaries expected to sail to China 
early in the New Year include Rev. and Mrs. 
_ George A: Hudson, Rev. Andrew Allison, Miss 
Charlotte Dunlap, Miss Marguerite Mizell, Miss 
Marion Wilcox. 

~ + 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. F. Stockwell, two children, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe L. Ray and two children, Rev. 
and Mrs. T. K. Morrison and two children, Misses 
Clara Fisch and Margaret McMurry are now in 
New York hoping to sail for the Congo via Egypt 
on December 20. Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Longenecker, 
Miss Bessie Hancock, Miss~ Alice - Longenecker, 
Miss Nolie McDonald, Rev. and Mrs. J. Holmes 
Smith, III, sailed from New York via‘ Egypt “No- 
vember 30 en route to the Congo.-Rev.> George 
Stuart is now in New York awaiting reservations 
for direct sailing from New York to Afriea. 


* * * 


Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Benchoff are in New Or- 
leans and will sai] December 21 to Rio and on to 
the East Brazil] Mission. Miss Sara Lacy. and Dr. 


and Mrs. L. G. Calhoun and children are 1a 
to sail January 14 from New Orleans to Rio, 


* * * 


Word: has been received from Rev. C, 
Fulton in the Belgian Congo ‘that he will start 
home from that field on January 18. The length 
of time of his travel from the: field: is as: yetyy. 
certain. 


Annual Founder’s Week 
Conference 


This year’s. annual Founder’s. Week Conference 
of Moody Bible Institute to be held in Chicago 
February 4 to 13 lists prominent ‘speakers from 
every part of the country. 


Included on the program are such widely known 
Christian leaders. as Dr. Daniel. Iverson, pastor.of 
Shenandoah Presbyterian Church, Miami, Fla.;,Dr. 
Robert B..Munger,, pastor of. the. First. Presby- 
terian Church, Berkeley, Calif.; Rev. Vance. Hay- 
ner, southern Bible teacher and evangelist; Canon 
R. H. A. Haslam, rector of St.. John’s Church, St. 
John, N. .B.;. Rev. .Peter. Hoogendam, pastor. of 
Philpott Tabernacle, Hamilton, Ont.;.Dr.. Robert 
G. Lee, noted: southern preacher of. Memphis;,Dr. 
T., Leonard Lewis, president of Gordon College, 
Boston; Dr. John W. Bradbury, editor of Wateh- 
man-Examin¢r; Dr. Homer.. Hammontree,. . well 
known gospel. musician. 


Marking the diamond anniversary of the founi- 
ing of the Institute, this year’s conference has 
been extended to ten days instead of the ustal 
seven in order to accommodate the more than 5) 
outstanding speakers and musicians on the pro 
gram. 


Returning Chaplain Added 
To Seminary Faculty 


Gus J. Craven, veteran of World War Ind 
Navy Chaplain in World. War II has been added 
to the faculty of Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary as Instructor in Christian Education and 
Director of: Field Work. 


A. native oe with B,D. degree from Austin 
Seminary and two years’ graduate work. at. Yale 
Divinity School, Mr. Craven had broad. experient? 
in Church. work. before entering. the,.service,, He 
served as_ pastor of churches. in _Maysfield,; San 
Antonio, . and. Dallas, Tex., and..Weston,;; Com 
Entering the specialized field of Christian, edt 
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sation, he served as Minister of Education in the PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


fist Presbyterian Church, Fort Worth, Tex., and ' Pulpit Hangings—Altar 


a Westminster Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, Ota. —_ ee ‘Communion — : 
iho. 


ens—Emb 

Custom Teo "709 1946 
Assembly’s Committee of Religious Education \\ ay 1837 vears Of Service mt 
alled Mr. Craven from this last field to be Region- y S “4 cox SONS & VINING, lac. 
i] Director for Missouri and Arkansas. He served 2 4344 131 Kass 23rd Street, New York 
in this capacity until in April, 1943, he entered 
the Chaplaincy and was given overseas assign- 
nent with the Naval Air Base on Guam. 
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In his new relationship at Austin Seminary, Mr. 
(raven will act as counsellor to ex-service men 
training there for the ministry in addition to his 

M@ gular duties. He will teach two courses in Chris- 
tian Education, one being a new course in the 
wrriculum on the total church program. This 
course will deal with the practical methods of 
church management, the functions of the various 
bodies of officers and organizations, and the neces- 
ity of constantly keeping sight of the purpose 
and goal of the Church. 


FREE TITHING LITERATURE 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “TAKE NO THOUGHT” for 
each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on Tithing before 
distribution. Write stating denomination and 
number of leaflets desired to: TITHER, Box 
“J,” 710 Title Insurance Building, Los An- 
geles 13, California. 
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As a laboratory for this course, Mr. Craven 
wil direct all Field Work of the Seminary stu- 
dents, He will visit each church having student 
supply, helping the student to fulfill his pastoral 
responsibilities and to test in practice the prin- 
tiples learned in the classroom. 


Columbia Theological 
Seminary News 


Eleven new students have enrolled at Columbia 
Theological Seminary for the winter quarter which 
is now in session, nine of these being members 
of the Junior Class, one a Middler who has re- 
tuned to resume his studies after military serv- 
ice, and one a missionary who comes for special 
study. Several additional students have been ac- 
cepted for admission at the beginning of the spring 
quarter, so that the student body of the seminary 
during the spring will probably be virtually as 
large as in the years preceding the war. 


Mr. Oscar Coe, a deacon in the Druid Hills Pres- 
byterian Church of Atlanta, Ga., has accepted a 
psition as instructor in Public Speech at the semi- 
nary for the remainder of this year, and will give 
instruction on two days of each week. Mr. Coe is 
‘graduate of Ottawa University of Ottawa, 
Kansas, and studied for two years in the Kelso 
School of Music and Dramatic Art in Chicago. Al- 
though the most of his time is devoted to his in- 
surance business, he has filled numerous engage- 
ments for the Alkahest Celebrity Bureau, and is 
popular as an entertainer in the Atlanta area. 


During the second half of the winter quarter, 
Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke, Professor of English 


Bible and Religious Education will be on leave 
of absence taking further postgraduate studies at 
Columbia University. The seminary is fortunate in 
having secured Dr. Oswald T. Allis of Wayne, Pa. 
as supply teacher during the period of Dr. Gutzke’s 
absence. Dr. Allis is well known as a_ scholar, 
teacher, and writer and his recent publications 
“The Five Books of Moses” and “Prophecy and 
the Church” have been widely reviewed. He will 
supply for Dr. Gutzke in the regular Junior Bible 
course in Old Testament History and will also 
offer an elective course on ““The Prophets and 
Their Message” during his five weeks at Columbia 
Seminary. 


White Bluff Presbyterian 
Church Organized 


The White Bluff Presbyterian Church, Savan- 
nah, Ga., was organized Sunday evening, Decem- 
ber 16th, by a Commission of Savannah Presby- 
tery. This Church has been a source of light and 
power in the community for over two hundred 
years, being a Congregational Church, but being 
served through the greater part of its history by 
Presbyterian ministers. It is a matter of record 
that Dr. Thomas Goulding, founder of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, was installed as pastor in 
1816. 


In 1892 Rev. W. A. Nisbet, pastor of Hull Me- 
morial Church, Savannah, began ministering to 
the Church, serving until 1915. Rev. A. L. Patter- 
son, D.D., followed him in 1915 and continued the 
work at White Bluff. When he became Pastor 
Emeritus of Hull Memorial Church in 1943, he 
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maintained his connection at White Bluff, and 
under his wise and consecrated leadership the 
decision to unite with the Presbyterian Com- 
munion was reached. 


There are 61 charter members of the Church 
and the following were elected as the first of- 
ficers: Elders: Mr. J. C. Cason and Mr. W. H. 
Cramer. Deacons: Mr. C. R. Giddens, Mr. Ben 
Wall, Mr. Frederick Tiencken and Mr. Herbert 
Cramer. 


The Church promotes a full Presbyterian pro- 
gram, having an active Sunday School, Woman’s 
Auxiliary, Young Peoples’ League and Men’s Serv- 
ice Club. 


The Commission which effected the organization 
was composed of: Rev. E. L. Barber, who presided 
and formed the Covenant, Rev. J. E. Graham, who 
preached a sermon, Rev. A. L. Patterson, D.D., 
Elder M. R. Baker and Rev. F. L. Elvery. 





From Major Moore 


Major Lardner W. Moore, our missionary to 
Japan now serving with the Army Intelligence 
Forces, sends the following greeting from Kyoto, 
Japan. 

“G-2 Section, 
Hq. Sixth Army, 
Koyto, Japan. 


“Christmas Greetings: 


“Four years ago I sailed from Japan only to be 
returned two weeks later for six months intern- 
ment. 


“T arrived back in Japan on the 28th of October 
and in Kyoto the 16th of November. 


“Tt is a different land in so many ways, but the 
sea, the rivers, the trees and the mountains re- 
main the same. Most of the people are friendly, 
many are most friendly and the former friends are 
most lavish in their welcome. The cities have been 
destroyed but the country folk are still indus- 
trious. The Americans remark on the contrast, in 
cleanliness and order, to the other Orientals. It 
is quite probable that the Holy Spirit will yet 
grant to His people a great harvest in this land. 


“May our Lord be gracious to you all during 
this coming year of peace. 


Very sincerely, 


Signed: 

Lardner W. Moore 
Major MI, Hq Sixth Army 
APO 442 Care P.M. 

San Francisco.” 
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First Presbyterian Church 
Valdosta . Georgia 


Rev. Thomas H. Makin, recently discharged from 
the U. S. Naval Chaplaincy and formerly pasto 
of the Trion, Ga., Presbyterian Church, has 4s. 
sumed his new duties as Chapel Pastor for the 
First Presbyterian Church of Valdosta. Mr, ang 
Mrs. Makin arrived in Valdosta December 1st, He 
will serve as pastor of West End, Twin Lakes, 
and Southside Chapels, and is assisting Rev. Ceci] 
Thompson in the construction of the new South 
side Chapel which is the third chapel to be built 
in the past 2% years. It is hoped that the new 
Chapel will be completed for use by the first of 
February. It is being built on faith and prayer, 
Approximately three-fourths of the money needed 
for its construction is in hand. 


One of the most inspiring services ever held in 
the First Church in Valdosta was the Youth Night 
Services held on November 18. A great youth rally 
was planned under the direction of Miss Helen 
Glenn, Pastor’s Assistant, and the Pastor, Rev. 
Ceci] Thompson. A special Youth Rally was held 
at 6:30 P.M. Sunday night with young people 
from all the chapels and the First Church attend- 
ing. Nearly 100 local young people attended this 
Rally with Rev. R. T. Gillespie, Candidate Secre 
tary for the Executive Committee of Foreign Mis 
sions, Nashville, Tennessee, as the guest speaker. 
At 7:30 P. M. the youth leaders of the Church 
under the direction of Miss Dorothy Butler, Presi- 
dent of the Student Work at G.S.W.C., presented 
a worship service. At the conclusion of the service 
the Pastor gave an invitation for all young peo- 
ple who wish to dedicate their lives to fulltime 
Christian service, if God so directed, to come for- 
ward. Our church was inspired to know that ap 
proximately twenty of our finest young people 
are definitely considering fulltime Christian serv- 
ice. Mr. Tracy Fisher who is under care of presby- 
tery recently entered Columbia Seminary as 4 
candidate for the ministry. Miss Corinne Smith 
has been serving for a year as secretary to the 
Pastor of the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church in 
Atlanta. Mrs. Tom Fisher, one of our finest young 
women, has definitely decided to enter the field 
of Religious Education and Chapel Work. Miss 
Dorothy Butler, president of the Presbyterian Stu 
dent Association at G.S.W.C., is expecting to at 
tend the General Assembly’s Training School. 
Four or five of our finest high school boys at 
considering the call to the ministry, and several of 
our fine girls and young women are definitely 
interested in fulltime Christian service. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





THE EASE ERA 


Paul Mallon. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.50. 


Mr. Mallon is a popular columnist whose syndi- 
cated articles appear in two hundred and sixty 
daily papers. He does not pretend to be an edu- 
cator or an authority on educational methodology. 
He writes strictly from a journalistic point of 
view reporting what he sees. His report is a 
devastating exposure of what is called “Progres- 
sive Education.” He has little patience with the 
prophets of false modernism in the field ‘of edu- 
cation. He feels that Progressive Education has 
pervaded every field of human activity in the 
Ease Era and as a result we have discarded sound 
values not only in child-raising and education, but 
in international politics where the given-word in 
treaty form was made to be broken, where faith 
in Christian ethics no longer existed. 


The facts presented in this volume forces us to 
conclude that what has been parading under the 
title “Advanced Thinking” has really been re- 
tarded thinking. The author stresses the fact that 
progress is to be found only through Christianity 
and that we can go forward only as we go back to 
Christian principles. Speaking of Christian prin- 
ciples he wrote, “‘We must accept them and apply 
them to our enlightened modern knowledge. No 
invention of medicine challenges the spiritual 
anatomy of human souls. Science and religion are 
truly interdependent. Hypochondriacs can actually 
be cured by faith and work.” The author expresses 
the hope that the shock of the war will restore 
our minds to appreciation for sound values all 
along the line. 


From a pedagogical standpoint we doubt if all 
the author’s contentions can be followed, but we 
are convinced that his insistence upon the neces- 
sity of rigid discipline should be taken seriously 
by our generation. This alone will not solve all of 
our problems, but will certainly help to alleviate 
many of them. Parents and teachers should by all 
means read this book even though they may not 
agree with all of the positions of the author. 


—John R. Richardson. 
HERO STUFF 


F. I. Bush. Wartburg -Press, Columbus, Ohio. 
Price, 30c, 


Boys will like the exciting account of how one 
group of boys on a fishing outing succeeded in 
capturing a gang of thieves on an island in Florida. 
It is told in such a way as to hold their interest 
through all the new and unexpected developments 
to the end of the story. 
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TWO VITAL 
PROVISIONS 


That We Can 
Make Through One 
Transaction 


LL 


By using one’s money for an Annuity Gift 
to the Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions, two important things are accomplished: 


1. An annuity (or annual income) is pro- 
vided for you as long as you live. 


2. You become an active partner in further- 
ing God’s work in Foreign Missions. 


In addition, you become the executor of your 
own estate, and have the spiritual satisfaction 
of making a substantial contribution to the 
spread of Christianity. Fuil particulars of 
our popular Annuity Gift Plan will be sent 
free upon request. 


TL 
CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church In 
The United States 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville, Tenn. 
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AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY. 


ANNOUNCES 
THE MID-WINTER LECTURES SERIES 
February 4-8th 1946 


DR. JOSEPH L. HROMADKA, Stuart Guest Professor of Apologetics and Christian Ethics at Prince. 
ton Seminary, will deliver five lectures on: 


“The Church At The Cross-roads” 
POST-WAR CHAOS. 

. GERMAN AGONY. it 

. THE CHALLENGE OF THE 807, gers 4-46 

. THE CHURGH IN WESSye gioei’ L168. 
OUR MISSION, Tee 


ary. 
“— FELIX >. ee eee of the Second irk .an Church, Memphis, Tenn., will deliver four 
ectures on the general subject: 


“Dispensationalism: A Modern Substitute 
For Historic Christianity” 


The Origin And Growth Of Dispensationalism. 
Dispensationalism As Distinguished From Premillennialism. 
The Main Characteristics Of Dispensationalism. 

. Dispensationalism And Historic Christianity. 


DR. W. A. BENFIELD, JR., Vice-President of Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
lectures on the general subject: 


“An Ancient Gospel And A Modern World” 
1. THESE CHANGING TIMES. 
2. THE PSYCHOLOGY OF PERSONAL INFLUENCE. 
3. PRACTICAL PREACHING. 
4. THE CHURCH AND THE UNINTERESTED. 


Ministers and church leaders planning to attend should notify immediately: President David L. Stitt, 
Austin Presbyterian Seminary, Austin, Tex. 
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“He Laid Hold On Life” 


And Ambassador Grew 


Dr. Henry H. Sweets has written a little pam- 
phlet about his friend, Harry White Myers, who 
was our greatly beloved missionary to Japan. It is 


delightful reading. And the pamphlet is beautifully 
printed. 


“He Laid Hold on Life” is the intriguing title 
that Dr. Sweets has given to the pamphlet. Dr. 
Sweets was a fellow-student with Dr. Myers; he 
Was a groomsman at his wedding; and he visited 
Dr. Myers in Japan. The life and influence of his 
friend shines through this little tribute and is 
contagious. 


The pamphlet is printed by the Executive Com- 
mittee of Christian Education in Louisville, from 
which it may be ordered; or it may be ordered 
from the Educational Department of the Eexecu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions at Nashville. 
It is a free leaflet. Pastors and workers with 
young people will find it exceedingly useful in 


helping young people to discover God’s will for 
their lives, 


A copy of this pamphlet was sent to Dr. Joseph 
C. Grew, former Ambassador of the United States 
to Japan, and until recently Assistant Secretary 
of State in Washington. Dr. Grew’s acknowledg- 
ment and appreciation follows: 


“Dear Dr. Sweets: 


“T greatly appreciate your kindness in sending 
me your deeply touching little story of our friend 
Rev. Harry W. Myers which I am especially happy 
to possess, for I had great admiration for him and 
his fine work in Japan. He died indeed a martyr 
for the cause for which he had worked but I have 
not the slightest doubt that the foundations of 
Christianity which he and his associates laid wil 
be permanent and that their teaching will be a 
important influence in the gradual development 
of a new and healthy Japan. 


“Thank you again for your thoughtfulness i 
sending me your very moving story. 
Cordially yours, 
Signed: 
Joseph C. Grew.” 
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